
What We Believe 
Session 3: The Holy Spirit in the New Testament 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82863271187?pwd=TnVHK2ZGNkFqY28wa0IxV3hpQ1h5UT09 
Meeting ID: 828 6327 1187 

Passcode: 494627 
 
We have looked at some of what the Old and New Testaments say about the Holy Spirit. We have 
learned: 

• The Spirit of God is associated with the acts of God, e.g., creation. 
• The Spirit came upon individuals to give them the ability or attitude to accomplish important 

tasks for God. Leadership in battle and to rule and prophecy were two of the most common. 
• The Holy Spirit would be with or on the Messiah. 
• The Holy Spirit will be poured out on a new generation. 
• The Holy Spirit plays an essential role in the incarnation and ministry of Jesus. 
• The Holy Spirit is sent by Jesus to the church. 
• The Holy Spirit is the presence of God in the life of believers. 

 
Most Christians do not disagree with what we have covered so far. When it comes to what we will cover 
next - the relationship of the Holy Spirit to the church and individual Christians – there is significant 
disagreement, especially with the rise of Pentecostalism and Neo-Pentecostalism in the early 20th 
century. The main three disagreements are interconnected. 
 
While we will address these disagreements to some extent, our approach will remain the same. We will 
focus on what the Bible says rather than what it might says. We will still ask the same questions: 

What did these passages mean to the original readers? 
What is the big message of these passages? 

 
Baptism by the Holy Spirit 
This debate centers on 1 Corinthians 12:13. 
 
13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were 
made to drink of one Spirit. 
 
It is ironic because the entire message of 1 Corinthians is “Stop dividing over things God gave to help 
unite you.” Chapter 12 is the beginning of a section with the message: “Stop dividing over spiritual gifts. 
Love one another.” And the plain meaning of this verse is that the Spirit unites those who are baptized. 
 
Nevertheless, there have been very harsh, divisive arguments in the church over the past century to the 
point that Christians holding to different positions will not accept the other sides as brothers and sisters. 
 
All sides agree that proper baptism unites those who were formerly estranged. The issue is over what 
proper baptism is. Here are the three major beliefs. 

• Water baptism in which the Spirit is the one who baptizes. 
• Conversion to Christianity – This view is usually connected to Acts 2:38, John 3:5, 

Romans 8:9 
• A second Spirit baptism in which Christ is the agent 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82863271187?pwd=TnVHK2ZGNkFqY28wa0IxV3hpQ1h5UT09


There have been extensive studies coming to these and other conclusions. While it is good to look at 
these studies, it is very important to take a step back and look at context before getting too far along. 
 
The first question I often ask is – “Is this verse about baptism or is it talking about baptism to talk about 
something else?” In other words, what is the focus of the entire passage and how does this verse fit into 
it? 
 
 
 
 
With the body imagery in verse 12, what role does the Spirit appear to be playing in this verse? 
 
 
 
Baptism in or with the Holy Spirit 
Mt. 3:11, Mk. 1:8, Lk. 3:16, Jn. 1:33, Acts 1:5, 11:16 
All of these verses talk about Jesus baptizing in or with the Holy Spirit. Interpretive battle lines fall 
similarly to what we saw in 1 Corinthians 12:13. The main views are: 
 

• Christ baptizes with the Spirit after conversion evidenced by speaking in tongues. This view is 
held by Pentecostals and Neo-Pentecostals. Acts 2:4, 2:38, and 1 Cor. 12:13 are often included 
when arguing for this position. 

• Holy Spirit received when a bishop places his hands on a person during confirmation. This view 
is held by Roman Catholics. 

• The Holy Spirit was received by the church and signified by speaking in tongues only on the Day 
of Pentecost or in the early spread of the church in Acts. 

• The Holy Spirit is received at Christian conversion. 
 
Again, there is much written for and agains these positions. Here is what we can know for sure. 

• Jesus baptized with the Holy Spirit. 
• Holy Spirit baptism is connected to new life in Christ. 
• There will be some evidence or sign of the Holy Spirit. 
• In the book of Acts, speaking in unlearned tongues was a common sign. 

 
Here are the key questions. 

• What are the signs/evidence of the Holy Spirit or are tongues the only sign? 
• Is someone a true Christian if they do not have a sign/evidence of the Holy Spirit? 
• If some believers can have a sign and some do not, what are the implications for the church? 

 
Gifts of the Holy Spirit 
Christians agree that the Holy Spirit gives gifts to believers. Christians also agree that all of the gifts were 
given in New Testament times. The disagreement is over which gifts are still given today. 
 
The different positions can be categorized generally as: 

• Continuationism 
• Cessationism 
• Semi-cessationism OR semi-continuationism 



The category names are self explanatory. The gifts in question are usually tongues, prophecy, and 
healing. The key Scripture for cessationists is 1 Corinthians 13:10 – “…when the perfect comes, the 
partial will pass away.” This verse is in the same section as 1 Corinthians 12:13, but in the next major 
section speaking about love. 
 
Cessationists interpet “the perfect” as the completed canon of Scripture. Opponents interpret “the 
perfect” as Jesus. There is very little in the context to make a convincing argument for either position. 
 
The strength of the cessationist position regarding tongues and prophecies is as follows: 

• Before the Bible was complete, God spoke through Scripture and human beings. 
• After the Bible was complete, God said completely in Scripture all that He intended to say. 
• Tongues and prophecy were no longer required, because they could not add to what was 

complete – they could only repeat what was already there. 
 
Noting that Christians believe at least most of the gifts in Scripture continue, we can look at what the 
Bible teaches about spiritual gifts in general. 
 
1 Corinthian 12:11 – The _____________ gives the gifts. 
 
1 Corinthains 12:4 – The Spirit gives ____________ gifts. 
 
1 Corinthians 12:7, 25b – The gifts are to be used for _____________in the church. 
 
 
Lists of Gifts 
1 Corinthians 12:8-10 
 
 
1 Corinthians 12:28-30 
 
 
Romans 12:6-8 
 
 
Ephesians 4:11 
 
 
1 Peter 4:10-11 
 
 
 
What can we conclude from our look at spiritual gifts 
 
Spiritual gifts are exercised ________________. 
 
Every Christian has at least ____________ gift. 
 
All gifts are for ______________ and unity. 



Gifts help fulfill the ____________ _____________________ and contribute to church ______________. 
 
 
Gifts are exercised through the _______________  power of Jesus Christ. 
 
Our next topic overlaps with this topic. We cannot speak about Christian living without talking about the 
indwelling Spirit. We will begin with this topic. 
 
Evidence of the Holy Spirit 
 
Romans 5:5 
 
 
 


