Monday Night Discipleship 3.2b
I.  REAP Ephesians 5:22-33
A. Read aloud together
B. Explain by answering the three questions: What does this passage teach us about:

1. God:
2. Man:
3. Christ:
C. Ask-
D. Pray-

II.  Chapter 3 Discussion: “Connect the Dots and Tell the Story”
A. According to the author, what is the one question every teacher ought to ask as
they prepare their lessons? Why?

B. What are the two things readers should take away from the heroes of the Old
Testament? Why?

C. Why do we need the Bible’s story line? (4-reasons)
1. To Gain a Biblical Worldview
a) What is his argument?

b) What is a worldview?



c) Perceived Worldview + Actual Actions = Actual Worldview

2. To Recognize and Reject False Worldviews
a) What is his argument?

b) What is moralistic therapeutic deism and where does it exist?

1. Deism- “A god exists who created and ordered the world
and watches over human life on earth [...] but doesn’t
[intervene] in human affairs” (Wax, 53).

2. Moral- “God wants people to be good, nice, and fair to
each other, as taught in the Bible and by most world
religions” (Wax, 53).

3. Therapeutic- “The central goal of life is to be happy and to
feel good about oneself” (Wax, 53).

4. Mixing Deistic view with God’s therapeutic purpose-
“God does not need to be particularly involved in one’s life
except when God is needed to resolve a problem” (Wax,
53).

5. Salvation- “‘Good people go to heaven when they die.’
(Salvation is accomplished through morality.)” (Wax, 53).

3. To Rightly Understand the Gospel
a) What is his argument?

b) What is his illustration and how is this alarming?

4. To Keep Our Focus on Christ
a) What is his argument?



b) Why is this needed today?

D. How do we connect the dots? (5 helpful suggestions)
1. Read through the Bible chronologically.
a) What is his argument?

b) What are chronological reading plans?

2. Read at least one Bible overview book a year (from easier to more
difficult)
a) The Big Picture Interactive Bible Storybook
b) The Big Picture Story Bible
¢) The Jesus Storybook Bible
d) How to Read the Bible through the Jesus Lens
e) God’s Big Picture
f) The Story of Hope
g) From Creation to New Creation
h) According to Plan
i) The True Story of the Whole World
j) Living God’s Word
k) The God Who is There
3. Locate Your Teaching in the Grand Narrative
a) What is his argument?

b) What examples does he use? Why?



c) What does he mean when he writes that these stories “don’t just
happen in a vacuum” (Wax, 65)?

4. Point to Jesus as the Ultimate Answer to Our Sin Problem
a) What is his argument?

b) What does he mean when he says “we can’t allegorize Bible
stories” (Wax, 68)?

5. Challenge People, but stay accessible
a) What is his argument?

E. What does the author mean when he says “take the long view” (71-72)?

1. How did he apply this to preschoolers?

2. How can this be helpful for children's workers? ...youth ministry ...and
adult ministries?



