Monday Night Discipleship 4.2b
I.  REAP Ephesians 6:10-24
A. Read aloud together
B. Explain by answering the three questions: What does this passage teach us about:

1. God:
2. Man:
3. Christ:
C. Ask-
D. Pray-

II.  Chapter 4 Discussion: “Ground Your Application in the Gospel”
A. The author highlights the importance of the question: “What is distinctly Christian

about the way I am addressing this topic or passage?” because it keeps teachers
accountable that the they provide connects back to the
(Wax, 75).
B. Three Questions Regarding Application
1. Introduction: What is Christian?

a) What foundational issue is the author referring to regarding a
Christian’s approach to Bible study?
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b) What makes our teachings distinctly Christian? Why?

#1 “Is there anything about my treatment of this Old Testament text that a
faithful Jew could not affirm?” (Wax, 79)
a) What makes this question helpful?

b) “Failure to to Jesus in your lesson means that your
message is not distinctly Christian” (Wax, 79).

c) What makes teaching from the Old Testament distinctively
Christian?

# 2 “Is there anything about my treatment of this New Testament text that
a Mormon could not affirm? (Wax, 81)
a) The author explains that mentioning Jesus in our teachings is not
enough. Why is it not enough?

b) In order to teach about Jesus in a distinctively Christian way, how
should we present Jesus?

c) “We must make sure we do not present Jesus only as a

, but that we present Him as the ,

the One who calls for repentance and faith” (Wax, 83).



4. #3 “Is there anything in my application that an unbeliever off the street
would be comfortable with?” (Wax, 84)
a) What does the author mean when he uses the term “seeker
sensitive” (Wax, 84)?

b) “You should make sure that your application is connected to the
gospel in a way where the unbelieving person senses a difference

between and .You want your

application to go beyond ‘be a nice person.” (Wax, 84).

c) What does he mean by this?

C. Four Examples
1. Marital Love
a) What’s wrong with the sermon application: “Husbands ought to
love their wives” (Wax, 84)?

b) How does the author tighten up this application point?

c) “It’s not just a moral command. It’s a moral command that is
in the gospel of Jesus Christ” (Wax, 86).
2. Generosity

a) What is wrong with the sermon application: “We ought to give our
resources to help those in need” (Wax, 86-87)?



b) How does the author confront the problems with this sermon
application?

c) What’s the difference between guilt-driven and grace-driven
sermon applications?

3. Forgiveness

a) What is wrong with the sermon application: ‘We ought to forgive
others’?

b) How does the author confront the problems with this sermon
application?

4. Temptation

a) What is wrong with the sermon application: “We all go through
temptation, but if we follow the strategy of Jesus, we can resist
temptation. So let’s read our Bibles and commit Scripture to
memory like Jesus did!” (Wax, 90)?

b) “The point of the temptation scene, however, is to show how Jesus

overcame temptation . Where Adam failed

in the garden, and Israel failed in the wilderness, Jesus succeeded.

He in our place” (Wax, 91).

D. Back to The Gospel

1.

“Our application should not start with “Who am I and what should I do?’
but ‘Who is and what has He ?” Answer those questions

first. Concentrate on who you are in Christ before moving on to what you

should do as a Christian” (Wax, 92).



. What are the dangers of focusing too much on application?

. “Go to the Bible looking for . Find Him, and will
follow. But go looking for application, and you may miss both” (Wax, 93).
. The author ends with a quote from Oswald Chambers. What is the

author’s intent when he used this quote and how does it connect to this
chapter?



