Monday Night Discipleship 5.2a

1. What is the Gospel?

2. How does our understanding of the Gospel affect the way we view God and view

ourselves?

Jeremiah 17:9-10

Isaiah 55:6-9

? The heart is deceitful above all things,
and desperately sick;
who can understand it?

19¢T the Lord search the heart
and test the mind,

to give every man according to his ways,
according to the fruit of his deeds.”

6«“Seek the Lord while he may be found;
call upon him while he is near;
7let the wicked forsake his way,
and the unrighteous man his thoughts;
let him return to the Lord, that he may have
compassion on him,
and to our God, for he will abundantly
pardon.
8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways, declares
the Lord.
?For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.

3. What do both of these texts have in common regarding who God is and who we are?
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4. What observations can you make about this chart? What does it seem to be
communicating?

a. Conversion-

b. Growing Awareness of God’s Holiness-

c. Growing Awareness of My Flesh and Sinfulness-

d. “AsIread the Bible, experience the Holy Spirit’s conviction, and live in
community with other people, the extent of God’s greatness and the extent of my
sin become increasingly clear and vivid. It is not that God is becoming more holy
or that I am becoming increasingly more sinful. But my
of both is growing. I am increasingly seeing God as he actually is (Isa. 55:8-9)
and myself as I actually am (Jer. 17:9-10).2

' Robert H. Thune and Will Walker, The Gospel-Centered Life: Study Guide With Leader’s Notes
(Greensboro, North Carolina: New Growth Press, 2009), 13.
2 Thune, 13.
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5. What observations can you make about this chart? What does it seem to be
communicating?

a. What are two ways our view of the cross shrinks?

b. What are the effects of a shrinking cross in a believer's life?

c. “Because of the indwelling sin that remains in me, [believers] have an

to minimize the gospel or “shrinking the

cross.”
d. How do we prevent the tendency to shrink the gospel in our lives?

3 Thune, 20.
4 Thune, 13.



- SHRINKING THE CROSS

6. What observations can you make about this chart? What does it seem to be
communicating?

a. Performing- “If we are not rooted in God’s acceptance of us through Jesus, we

by trying to earn God’s approval through our

performance.”®

b. Pretending- “Because we don’t want to admit how sinful we really are, we

the truth in our favor.”’

c. Examples: Sources of false righteousness®

1.
ii.
iii.
v.
V.
V.
Vil.
viii.
1X.
X.
XI.

Job Righteousness

Family Righteousness
Theological Righteousness
Intellectual Righteousness
Schedule Righteousness
Flexibility Righteousness
Mercy Righteousness
Legalistic Righteousness
Financial Righteousness
Political Righteousness
Tolerance Righteousness

® Thune, 28.
6 Thune, 21.
7 Thune, 21.
8 Thune, 22.



A Gospel-Centered Approach to Conflict Resolution’

Aspect Attacking Withdrawing Gospel
Heart Foundation Self-righteousness Insecurity Repentance, forgiveness
Power Source Flesh, pride Flesh, fear The Holy Spirit

Commitment To be right To avoid conflict To understand and
engage

Direction To argue or subdue To deny or appease To convey and invite

Feeling Life is safe Life is less painful Life is challenging

Goal Self-protection “Peace” God’s glory, their good

Result Hurt, divisiveness Bitterness, separation | Healing, reconciliation

7. How does this chart help us confront sin (personal sin, sin of other believers)?

a. What will it require? Why?

b. Breakdown:

1.

ii.

iii.

1v.

vi.

Heart Foundation

Power Source

Commitment

Direction

Feeling

Goal

% Thune, 78.




Three Trees Diagram!®
(Read Jeremiah 17:5-10)
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Good root- deeper faith (deeper  Cross- Jesus’s death and Heat- situations,

roots) develop through continual  resurrection that transforms the pressures, challenges

repentance and ongoing faith life of every believer through in our everyday life
repentance

Good Fruit- the things that are Living Spirit- All believers are ~ Bad Fruit- the things
produced out of our participation  given the Holy Spirit through that are produced out
with the Holy Spirit’s work in our Christ to meet them in their sin,  of our sin “thorns”
transformation, true love is seen  help them repent, and enable

them to change

Reap- the manifestations of how Reap- the
we respond to Heat (positive manifestations of how
results) we respond to Heat

(negative results)

1% Andrew Nicholls and Hellen Thorne, Real Change: Becoming More Like Jesus In Everyday Life, ed.
David Powlison (Greensboro, North Carolina: New Growth Press, 2018), 27.



