A Study of 2 Timothy 3:10-17
10 You, however, have followed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my patience, my love, my steadfastness, 11 my persecutions and sufferings that happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, and at Lystra—which persecutions I endured; yet from them all the Lord rescued me. 12 Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 13 while evil people and impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it 15 and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.

In the previous section, Paul had described the false teachers. Let’s review what he said about the false teachers.

False teachers
· Are ___________________
· Are in the trap of the _________________
· Take advantage of ________________ Christians
· Want to keep Christians ____________________
· Are opposed to _______________

In contrast, Paul encourages Timothy by reminding him that Timothy is not that way. According to Paul in verses 10-11, why has Timothy not become like the false teachers?




In verses 11-12, Paul talks about persecution. What two points does Paul make about persecution?




In verse 13, Paul mentions the false teachers briefly. What does this help communicate to Timothy?



He again contrasts Timothy to the false teachers in verse 14-15. What does Paul tell Timothy he should do to avoid becoming like the false teachers?



Why will doing this keep Timothy from becoming like the false teachers?

Verses 16-17 are another of Paul’s great statements about the importance of the Bible and discipleship. What do these verses teach us about the source and nature of the Bible?





What do these verses teach us about the purpose of the Bible?





How does this help us understand the importance and purpose of discipleship?







NOTES ON VERSE 16
This is one of the most direct statements regarding God’s role in the composition of the Bible. Paul says Scripture is “breathed out by God.” The Greek word literally means “God breathed.” This is often said this way: Scripture is inspired by God. Nearly every Christian believes this. However, there is some discussion and disagreement over what inspiration means. Here are the major positions.

· Verbal, plenary – This means that God inspired every word of the Bible. He worked through the human authors, which is why the books have evidence of different styles, perspectives, and voices. 2 Peter 1:21 helps support this view.
· Mechanical dictation – This means God wrote the Bible by causing the authors to write exactly what He wanted to say. This does not allow for different styles. It treats the human authors like God is using them like typewriters.
· Limited inspiration – God provides some guidance to the authors, but they are doing most of the work and are even capable of making factual, but not doctrinal, errors.
· Witness (neo-orthodox views) – The Bible is a witness to what God has done, but it was written by human beings with no help from God.

Other views include inspiration of ideas or themes or inspiration of authors to write (not what they wrote). How does our view of inspiration affect how we study the Bible?
