A Study of 2 Timothy 4:1-8 

I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: 2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. 3 For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, 4 and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. 5 As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 
6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing.

In chapter 3, Paul had reminded Timothy of what is at the heart of the false teachers and the danger that they pose to the church. He then said how Timothy is different from the false teachers mainly because he has stayed truthful to the teachings that have come from Paul and have come from Scripture.

In chapter 4, we have the final charge to Timothy. What is it important that Paul start the charge as he does in verse 1? Of what is he reminding Timothy?



In verse 2, how does Paul summarize everything that he has told Timothy in this letter and throughout Timothy’s life about what Timothy should focus on?



What does Paul mean by “be ready in season and out of season”?



What must have taken place in Timothy’s life for him to be able to fulfill this charge? What has Paul told Timothy to do to get ready and be ready?



In verses 3-4, Paul tells Timothy why ministry is difficult. How does Paul describe this difficulty?



Why do people not want to listen to sound teaching? What does he mean by “itching ears”?




How do we know if we have “itching ears” and are susceptible to abandoning sound teaching? How does a good understanding of the full gospel help avoid this problem?


What does Paul say Timothy should do in the face of these difficulties?



We talk about being a healthy church. From what Paul has told Timothy here, what is one of the main evidences of a successful ministry?


Many people do not hold to God’s definition of successful ministry. What measures to many Christians use to measure the success or health of a church?



Paul ends this section with a reflection on his own ministry. Without the context of Paul’s other writings and what Timothy himself knew about Paul personally, this might appear to be boasting. How do 1 Timothy 1:12 and 14 and 2 Timothy 2:1 help us see that it is not?



There is also evidence in the way Paul writes these statements in Greek. He starts with the noun.
· The good fight I have fought
· The race I have run

Paul’s assessment of his life and current situation is:
· I have been poured out like a drink offering.
· I have fought the good fight.
· I have run the race.
· I have kept the faith.

All of these overlap in meaning, but they also make unique contributions to Paul’s overall message to Timothy. What do these statements tell us about Paul and what he believes is the way Christians should live?



In the final verse, Paul writes about looking forward to receiving “the crown of righteousness.” What does Paul mean by this? These other teachings of Paul can help us - Romans 3:21-26, 1 Corinthians 15:17-19, Philippians 1:21, 3:12-16



There is much wrong teaching about crowns and rewards in heaven. How does Revelation 4 teach us the right attitude toward any heavenly rewards?


