A Study of Titus 1:1-4
Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the sake of the faith of God’s elect and their knowledge of the truth, which accords with godliness, 2 in hope of eternal life, which God, who never lies, promised before the ages began 3 and at the proper time manifested in his word through the preaching with which I have been entrusted by the command of God our Savior; 
4 To Titus, my true child in a common faith: Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior.

Titus is the third pastoral epistle in the New Testament, but it is most likely the second that Paul wrote. Here are some quick facts about Paul’s epistle to Titus.
· Most likely written in the early 60s after Paul’s first Roman imprisonment but just before the second one.
· Titus, like Timothy, was one of Paul’s most trusted ministry partners. He was sent by Paul to help churches facing different problems.
· Titus is mentioned in the NT in several of Paul’s letters: Galatians 2:1, 3, 2 Cor. 2:13, 7:6, 13, 14, 8:6, 16, 23, 12:18, 2 Timothy 4:10
· According to church tradition, Titus served as the bishop of Crete for many years.

Here’s a brief outline of the letter:
· Greeting
· Choose qualified elders
· Deal with false teachers
· Teach truth and correct wrong practices in the church and home
· Live out the transformed life in Christ
· Final words

From the outline, it’s clear that Titus was facing the same problems Timothy was dealing with at Ephesus.

In verse 1, how does Paul identify himself and what does it tell us about his beliefs about God and his mission?


Why does Paul say that he has this mission? What is the purpose?


The words “elect” and “election” do not appear that often in the New Testament, yet many Christians spend a lot of time thinking, discussing, and arguing about these words. Paul is using the word here as a name for Christians, and he does not elaborate on it. Here are some quick points about “elect.”

· It has more the sense of “chosen” and means that Christians have been chosen by God.
· It is emphasizing God’s sovereignty and grace in our salvation.
· The main issue is not whether God chooses. Rather the issue is the basis for His choice. The two major positions are His foreknowledge or His will.

In verse 1, how does Paul connect God’s truth with actions, attitude, and heart?

In verse 2, Paul gives another phrase to describe his ministry. What is it? How does this verse connect to election?



Verse 3 also connects to election and communicates one of Paul’s most important beliefs. How do these words help us understand this belief?

At the proper time

Manifested

Which I have been entrusted


Verses 1-3 contains the complete gospel. Using the fivefold gospel categories, what do we see from each?

Creation

Sin

Promise

Fulfillment

Church/kingdom



In the final verse, Paul finally addresses Titus. What is important about his calling Titus “my true child in a common faith”?


As Paul often does, he ends his greeting with the words “grace” and “peace”. Why is this important to state before he begins the letter?
