A Study of Titus 1:10-16
10 For there are many who are insubordinate, empty talkers and deceivers, especially those of the circumcision party. 11 They must be silenced, since they are upsetting whole families by teaching for shameful gain what they ought not to teach. 12 One of the Cretans, a prophet of their own, said, “Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons.” 13 This testimony is true. Therefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith, 14 not devoting themselves to Jewish myths and the commands of people who turn away from the truth. 15 To the pure, all things are pure, but to the defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure; but both their minds and their consciences are defiled. 16 They profess to know God, but they deny him by their works. They are detestable, disobedient, unfit for any good work.

Paul turns his attention to what happens if the church leaders are not qualified and/or do not do their job. Paul describes in some detail the false teachers. How are they described?

Verse 10

Verse 11

Verse 14

Verse 15

Verse 16

We are not sure who these false teachers are or what they believe. Paul does leave us some hints. What do these suggest about the false teachers?

“those of the circumcision party”

“not devoting themselves to Jewish myths and the commands of people who turn away from the truth”


In verses 12-14, Paul writes about the people who live on the isle of Crete. At first, he seems to be asserting some type of offensive stereotype. What do we know from the context that this is unlikely?



Why does Paul tell Titus this about the Cretans? Verses 13-14 help answer this.


Verse 14 helps us understand the fundamental issue that Paul has with the false teachers. If they are teaching myths and to follow rules people have developed, what are they denying?


In verse 15, Paul is writing about the false teachers. Why does this demonstrate even more the importance of qualified pastoral leaders?


Paul writes in verse 16 something that he had also written to Timothy – false teachers will eventually be revealed by their works. Read 1 Timothy 5:24-25. How does this show us the importance of having qualified pastoral leaders?


Review the qualifications for elders in verses 5-9. There were three broad categories: good manager of home, Christlike character, and teacher of sound doctrine. How does Paul show the importance of each of these areas with regards to confronting false teachers?



If the pastoral leader is weak or unqualified in one of these areas, what dangers does that pose to the church?

Home life

Christlike character

Teacher of sound doctrine


Throughout the Bible, there is a connection between right beliefs and right actions. These are not two separate things that Christians must do. In Galatians 5:6, a letter Paul wrote much earlier than the letter to Titus, Paul summarizes the connection. How do right beliefs and right actions connect with each other according to Christianity?





