A Study of Genesis 3;1-15
Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’ ” 4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. 8 And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14 The LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your  head, and you shall bruise his heel.”

Our Christmas series is a walk through the Gospel, beginning with humanity’s sin. Here are the main points that Genesis has established prior to chapter 3.

· God made ________________________,
· God declared everything ___________________,
· God made humanity in His _______________ and called humanity ___________ __________.
· God created the garden of ________________ especially for the first ________________.
· God ________________ the first human with a _________________.
· God and the first human beings enjoyed a _______________ relationship.
When interpreting Genesis, it is also important to focus on the main point of Genesis – which is the message of Genesis to the original audience rather than whether Eden, Adam, and Eve existed. We presume they existed because the author (inspired by God) presents them this way. Historical or scientific questions about Genesis are secondary at best to the message of Genesis.

Here are matters of context that would have been important to the ancient Israelites:
· Eden would have been associated with the tabernacle and temple.
· The serpent was the lowest of animals the Israelites were forbidden to eat. (Lev. 11:41-45)
· Touching something sacred or forbidden could be just as big a problem as eating.
· Public nakedness was considered on of the highest forms of public humiliation.
· Exile was considered a “death before death.”
· Certain words in Hebrew sound very similar – e.g., naked, shrewd, cursed
· The pronoun translated “you” in vv. 1-5 is plural.
In the first sentence of verse 1, we are introduced to the serpent. What are two important descriptors of the serpent here?




The serpent has been identified or associated with different things – e.g., pagan religions, human wisdom. In Scripture, sometimes it is positive (e.g., Moses uses it as sign of healing) and often negative. What in the text and in the greater witness of Scripture helps us identify who the serpent is?


In the second sentence, the serpent uses subtleties to reveal his true motives. What is the significance in what he calls God?


What word does he add that is meant to sow doubt in Eve’s mind?

To see the shrewdness and effectiveness of the serpent, we need to compare what he says to what God actually commanded in chapter 2.

16 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”

How did the serpent modify what God had said?


In here response in verses 2 and 3, how did Eve modify what God had said?


Why are these modifications important? How do they change what Eve perceives is the reason God gave the commandment?


Whom did God give this commandment to and who was responsible for teaching this to Eve?


In verses 4-5, the serpent springs his trap. He includes the word that Eve had left out, but uses it in a different way. What does the serpent deny and assert about God?


In verse 6, how does the woman begin to assume one of God’s roles?


This helps us understand where the sin is. It is not the action in and of itself, but the motivation. What is Eve’s motivation?


The progression of sin is shown in two different ways in this story. What are the stages of sin for

· Eve



· Adam


In verses 8-13, when God confronts Adam and Eve in their sin, what crucial thing is missing from Adam and Eve’s response?


Rather than this, Adam does something even more egregious. What reasons does Adam give for what he did?


To understand the full effects of sin on Adam, look back at Genesis 2:18, 23. What has happened to Adam? What does this tell us about why Adam did what he did?


In her response, Eve takes a small step toward what needs to be done. What does she admit?


Serpent is the only one cursed. What is most important is that the serpent has no recourse. Although he will have offspring and continue to cause problems, he has no true power. Every time the Israelites saw a snake, it should have reminded them of what about God?



Verse 15 has been interpeted in various ways by Jewish and Christian scholars. Jewish scholars associated “offspring” with various people and times in Israel’s history. Christian scholars have taken it to refer to humanity in general, the church, or Christ. When the offspring is seen as Jesus, it is called a “protevangelism,” or first or early indication of the gospel. If this is the case, what is this describing?



The New Testament has several references to this – 1 John 3:8, Romans 16:20, Galatians 4:4.



It is important to note that while Eve was deceived and Adam willingly sinned, the serpent did not cause them to do so. The ingredients for sin were already in Adam and Eve, who were created in the image of God and declared “very good.” What does this tell us about humanity and the kind of salvation that we need?


