A Study of Isaiah 9:6-7	
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

This is one of the most well-known Old Testament scriptures that has been seen as pointing toward a Messiah. However, the context is interesting. It appears that in Isaiah this passage was taken out of context from another source and misused by the opponents of Isaiah to justify their case. Nevertheless, although the original context is lost, it has been viewed by Jewish and Christian scholars as being prophetic of a coming Messiah.

We will take time to understand the context in Isaiah before looking at how Jesus fulfilled (and is continuing to fulfill) this prophecy.  Isaiah is a difficult book to study and there is much debate among scholars on many points. We will not be going into these debates. Instead, we will look specifically at the section in Isaiah in which these verses occur.

Isaiah, like many of the biblical prophets, is placed in a difficult situation.
· In the 8th century, Assyria is the superpower of the region.
· Israel has split into two kingdoms – the northern tribes, still called Israel, and the southern tribes, referred to as Judah.
· The northern kingdom wants to join forces with Syrian and the southern kingdom to break Assyrian control.
· The northern kingdom believes God is on their side and that they will win. Prophets and leaders supporting this position argue for it from sound belief in God.
· The southern kingdom does not want to fight the Assyrians and are willing to continue to pay tribute to them.
· The northern kingdom allies with Syria to attack Jerusalem in retribution.
· God tells Isaiah that the southern kingdom has the correct position. God says He is using the Assyrians to bring judgment on Israel for breaking the covenant and worshipping idols.

Isaiah 9:6-7 are the end of a section that begins in Isaiah 8:1. In this section, the word of the Lord to Isaiah is clear.
· 8:1-8 – The Assyrians will destroy and plunder Israel and Syria soon and quickly.
· 8:9-10 – The Israelites do not believe Isaiah, because they believe “God is with us” (Immanuel) as they prepare for war.
· 8:11-15 – The Israelites say that they are basing their decision on faith, but they are actually basing it on fear. They are not trusting the Lord and God is “hiding his face from the house of Jacob” (v. 17).
· 8:16-22 – Judah should not follow Israel even when they mock God’s word to Isaiah by equating it to using mediums to speak to the dead.

This section ends in 9:1-6 with the opponents of Isaiah using other writings (perhaps royal psalms or enthronement praise) to assert that God will give them the victory. To complicate matters more, the king of Judah is Ahaz, who was no saint himself. In 2 Kings 16, he is described as being just like the Israelite kings encouraging and promoting false religions, even to the point of burning his own son to death as sacrifice. In Isaiah, he is shown as listening to God. What does this complicated situation teach us?
· People can rightly interpret Scripture, but wrongly apply it.
· People can do what God wants, but do it for the wrong reasons.

How is Israel right in these Scriptures and how is it wrong?
 

What could have resulted had the Israelites accepted that God was using the Assyrians as judgment for their sin? What would it have taught them about God?


Isaiah 9:2-6 is considered one of the most beautiful examples of a royal psalm. Other examples include Isaiah 11:1-8, 32:1-5, 15-20, 55:3-5 and Psalms 2, 45, and 110. They are consistent in:
· Showing a father-son relationship between the king and God.
· Establishing an eternal kingdom marked by peace.

While we know that the opponents of Isaiah are misusing this psalm, the audience for it in its proper context would have been the same – the people of Israel.

What is verse 2 communicating to the original audience?

What three things will the coming king accomplish in verses 3-5?

What two things does the first couplet of verse 6 communicate about this coming king?

Verse 6 gives a list of titles and responsibilities that are given to this king. What are they?

Verse 7 tells us what the king will do. What are these things?

The section ends with this sentence “The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.” What did this mean to the Israelites facing Assyria and what did they overlook?

What does this mean to those who see Jesus as the fulfillment of this prophecy?


