[bookmark: _Hlk153875019]A Study of Romans 8:1-11
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6 For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed, it cannot. 8 Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
9 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.

Background on Romans
Author – Apostle Paul
Audience – The Church at Rome. Mixture of Jewish and Gentile Christians.
Date – Mid to late 50s
Purpose – Explain the gospel more fully. Raise support for a missionary journey to Spain.
Circumstances – Paul is in Corinth at the house of Gaius (Romans 16:23).
Message – The gospel of Jesus Christ transforms the life of believers so that they are empowered to live out the gospel in their churches and their lives.

Where Romans 8 fits in the overall flow of the letter
Chapters 1-4 – Paul teaches that we are justified by faith.
· All have sinned and are without excuse.
· No one is righteous.
· Abraham’s righteousness came as a result of his faith in God.
· Our righteousness comes from faith in Jesus Christ.
Chapters 5-8 – Paul teaches the glorious results of being justified by faith
· We have peace with God and are reconciled to Him
· Through Jesus, we can truly live as God intended and do so forever with Him.
· We have been freed from our slavery to sin.
· We have been freed and made new so that live by the Spirit.
· We can serve God not from mere obedience to law, but by His love.

Paul begins with this great summary statement of what results from being justified by faith. There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. We can look back at what “no condemnation” means. Paul will unpack this in the verses that follow through a series of statements that begin with “for.”

“For” in Greek and English can explain why or how something has happened. They could be answering the implied question – “Why or how is there no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus?”

Here’s a general organizational structure of this section –
Verse 1 – There is no condemnation. 
Why no condemnation?
Verse 2 – Set free from the law of sin and death
		How does this freedom remove condemnation?
			Vv. 3-4 – God sent Jesus to condemn sin and fulfill the requirements of the law. 
			Vv. 2-4 – Sin can no longer manipulate the law to serve itself.
Why does this only apply to believers?
Verses 5-8 – The mind set on the flesh cannot love and obey God.
Verses 5-11 – The mind set on the Spirit has been transformed through faith in Jesus Christ and by the indwelling Spirit.

Let’s take a closer look at this passage.
Verse 1 has some important words and phrases that we need to understand.

Now

Condemnation

In Christ Jesus

In verses 2-11, Paul compares living by the flesh with living by the Spirit. What are some of the points of comparison?
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	Live by the flesh
	Live by the Spirit

	2
	

	

	3
	

	

	4
	

	

	5
	

	

	6
	

	

	7
	

	

	8
	

	

	9
	

	

	10
	

	

	11
	

	



What is a general way to describe each of these categories?

In verse 3, what does Paul mean when he says the law is “weakened by the flesh”?



In verse 3, what is the significance of Paul’s phrase “he condemned sin in the flesh”?


In verse 4, what does Paul mean by “the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us”? Note that Paul follows this with describing believers as those who walk according to the Spirit and set their minds on the things of the Spirit.


What does Paul mean by “set their minds” and what does it indicate about the true follower of Christ?


In verses 6 and 7, Paul tells us how we can know where our minds are set? What are the indicators?


In verse 8, Paul makes a very strong statement about those in the flesh. Why can they not please God?


In verses 9-11, Paul tells us why true Christians can please God? What are the reasons?


Paul continues to emphasize one of the most important points about our salvation. We see this especially in verse 11. What is that point?


In verse 11, Paul also tells us the importance of knowing and experiencing Christ in our lives. When we experience the evidence of our new life in Christ and the indwelling Spirit, what is it also evidence of?


