A Study of Colossians 1:15-23
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 21 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and above reproach before him, 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister.

This is one of the great Christological passages of the New Testament. It describes who Jesus is and what He has accomplished in one of the most powerful and complete ways. As always, before we begin, we look at the context of the letter to the church at Colossae.

AUTHOR	Paul, who is under house arrest in Rome
AUDIENCE	Church at Colossae. This church was most likely predominantly Gentile and Hellenized Jews.
LOCATION	Colossae was like many Greco-Roman cities. Wealthy, cosmopolitan, Greco-Roman culture including philosophies and religious practices.
DATE	Late 50s
PURPOSE	Paul is either warning the Colossae Christians against syncretism that has occurred or teaching them the importance of avoiding it.
MESSAGE	Jesus Christ is the Son of God, sovereign and supreme over all creation, and we should not modify who He is and what He is done to fit already held beliefs.

To understand the first sentence, we need to understand more about how Jewish and Greek theology. Both believed in the utter transcendence of God. In other words, God was beyond our ability to perceive. How does Jesus change this?



This is also connected to Jewish theology that viewed God’s Wisdom as the way that God connected with His creation. What would the Jewish people have viewed as the fullest expression of this wisdom and what would the Christians have considered to be the fullest expressio of this wisdom?



Verse 15 ends with the phrase “firstborn of creation.” How do we know that this is not referring to a literal human birth? If not human birth, what does it mean and why is it important?






Verses 16-17 actually tell us what Paul meant by “firstborn.” What is Jesus’s relationship to all creation?


How does Paul help us understand what he means by “all”?


In verse 17, Paul says that “in him all things hold together.” What does this mean?


In verse 18, Paul shifts from talking about Jesus as creator to a different function. What is that?


The vast majority of times when the New Testament uses the word translated “church,” it is referring to the local church.  Here though, Paul is using the word to refer to all Christians. Jesus is described in different ways. What do these mean and why are they important?

Head of the church

The beginning, the firstborn from the dead

In everyrthing preeminent

In him the fullness of God was pleased to dwell

Reconcilier of all things

Making peace by the blood of his cross

In describing who Jesus is in verses 18-20, Paul has been presenting parts of the gospel. Which parts has he presented and which has he left out or only implied?


Paul has described Jesus as Lord of all _________________ and as Lord of the __________________. In the last verses of this section, he describes Jesus as Lord of those who are ____________________.

In these verses (21-23), Paul finishes the gospel. How does he describe the Colossian Christians before they believed in Jesus?


What does Paul say Jesus did for them?


What does he say that the Christians need to do?


Given who Jesus is, what should His followers do in response? 

