
Marriage on Mission
Understanding How to 
Fulfill God’s Purpose for 
Marriage



Session 1
An Introduction to 
Marriage on Mission



Encouraging Spiritual Growth

Why this marriage conference?



Encouraging Spiritual Growth

Why this marriage conference? Presumptions

•Improving our marriages is not primarily up to us.



Encouraging Spiritual Growth

Why this marriage conference? Presumptions

•Improvement that matters to God comes from God.



Encouraging Spiritual Growth

Why this marriage conference? Presumptions

•Jesus is the most important person in our lives and our 
marriages.



Encouraging Spiritual Growth

Why this marriage conference? Presumptions

•If we are unwilling to grow as Christians, we cannot 
improve our marriages in a way that honors God.



Encouraging Spiritual Growth
In this conference, we will learn more about

•encouraging each other to grow in the Lord

•understanding what it means to have Christ in 
our marriages

•understanding what it means to have a gospel-
centered marriage

•understanding God’s kingdom purpose for 
marriage



Questions
Do you believe you and your spouse are about the 
same in your spiritual maturity? If not, which of 
you do you think is more mature spiritually? Why 
do you think that?



Questions

How often do you pray specifically for the 
spiritual growth of your spouse?



Questions

What is one thing that you believe would change 
about your marriage if you and your spouse were 
growing more spiritually and your marriage was 
more gospel centered?



Questions

What is one thing that you believe would stay the 
same about your marriage if you and your spouse 
were growing more spiritually and your marriage 
was more gospel centered?



Questions

What is one thing that you believe would change 
about you if you and your spouse were growing 
more spiritually and your marriage was more 
gospel centered?



Questions

What is one thing that you believe would stay the 
same about you if you and your spouse were 
growing more spiritually and your marriage was 
more gospel centered?



Questions

What is one thing that you believe would stay the 
same about your spouse if you and your spouse 
were growing more spiritually and your marriage 
was more gospel centered?



Questions

What is one thing that you believe would change 
about your spouse if you and your spouse were 
growing more spiritually and your marriage was 
more gospel centered?



Definitions
Christian marriage
Marriage between a woman and a man who are 
faithful followers of Christ and desire that their 
marriage be an expression of the love for Christ.



Definitions
Spiritual growth
In short, spiritual growth or spiritual maturity 
means to become more Christlike through the 
transforming power of the Spirit and God’s Word.



DefinitionsThe Gospel
The Gospel is God’s great story according to the 
perfect authoritative Word of God. It includes

Creation
Sin
Promise
Jesus
The Church



Definitions
Gospel Centered
This describes a person’s intentional, constant 
return to the message of salvation through Christ 
alone and how it informs biblical responses in all 
areas of life.



Definitions
Gospel Centered
Everything is done in complete reliance on what 
God accomplished through Christ crucified and 
enabled through His Spirit.



Definitions
Gospel Centered
Everything is done with the purpose of displaying 
this message of grace.



Definitions
Gospel Centered
Everything is done in a way that treasures Christ 
above all.



More Presumptions

We believe that the Bible is God’s inerrant Word 
and authoritative for our lives when rightly 
interpreted.



More Presumptions

We believe that salvation is by grace alone 
through faith alone.



More Presumptions

We believe that God wants our marriages to thrive 
for His glory and His kingdom purposes.



What we hope to accomplish

Our intent is to encourage Christian couples to

•See each other first and foremost in terms of 
their relationship to Christ.



What we hope to accomplish

Our intent is to encourage Christian couples to

•See their marriages first and foremost in terms of 
God’s purpose for marriage rather than their 
own.



What we hope to accomplish

Our intent is to encourage Christian couples to

•Understand how spouses can become equal, but 
not identical partners in one another’s spiritual 
growth.



What we hope to accomplish

Our intent is to encourage Christian couples to

•Understand the blessing that comes in marriages 
in which Christlikeness and the Fruit of the Spirit 
abound.



One more definition - Encouraging

•Encouraging is not demanding.



One more definition - Encouraging

•Encouraging is not being silent or doing nothing.



One more definition - Encouraging

•Encouraging means being willing to begin 
wherever your spouse is and move forward from 
there.



One more definition - Encouraging

•Encouraging means being patient – not everyone 
grows quickly and not all growth is in a straight 
upward line.



One more definition - Encouraging

•Encouraging means being forgiving – not just of 
current failings, but past and future ones too.



One more definition - Encouraging

•Encouraging means noticing spiritual growth.


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Encouraging Spiritual Growth
	Encouraging Spiritual Growth
	Encouraging Spiritual Growth
	Encouraging Spiritual Growth
	Encouraging Spiritual Growth
	Encouraging Spiritual Growth
	Questions
	Questions
	Questions
	Questions
	Questions
	Questions
	Questions
	Questions
	Definitions
	Definitions
	Definitions
	Definitions
	Definitions
	Definitions
	Definitions
	More Presumptions
	More Presumptions
	More Presumptions
	What we hope to accomplish
	What we hope to accomplish
	What we hope to accomplish
	What we hope to accomplish
	One more definition - Encouraging
	One more definition - Encouraging
	One more definition - Encouraging
	One more definition - Encouraging
	One more definition - Encouraging
	One more definition - Encouraging

