The Love of God the Judge
Hosea 12:2-14

Ephraim has surrounded me with lies, and the house of Israel with deceit, but Judah still walks
with God and is faithful to the Holy One. Ephraim feeds on the wind and pursues the east wind all day long; they multiply falsehood and violence; they make a covenant with Assyria, and oil is carried to Egypt. 2 The LORD has an indictment against Judah and will punish Jacob according to his ways; he will repay him according to his deeds. 3 In the womb he took his brother by the heel, and in his manhood he strove with God. 4 He strove with the angel and prevailed; he wept and sought his favor. He met God at Bethel, and there God spoke with us— 5 the LORD, the God of hosts, the LORD is his memorial name: 6 “So you, by the help of your God, return, hold fast to love and justice, and wait continually for your God.” 7 A merchant, in whose hands are false balances, he loves to oppress. 8 Ephraim has said, “Ah, but I am rich; I have found wealth for myself; in all my labors they cannot find in me iniquity or sin.” 9 I am the LORD your God from the land of Egypt; I will again make you dwell in tents, as in the days of the appointed feast. 10 I spoke to the prophets; it was I who multiplied visions, and through the prophets gave parables. 11 If there is iniquity in Gilead, they shall surely come to nothing: in Gilgal they sacrifice bulls; their altars also are like stone heaps on the furrows of the field. 12 Jacob fled to the land of Aram; there Israel served for a wife, and for a wife he guarded sheep. 13 By a prophet the LORD brought Israel up from Egypt, and by a prophet he was guarded. 14 Ephraim has given bitter provocation; so his Lord will leave his bloodguilt on him and will repay him for his disgraceful deeds.

For this week, we back up a couple of verses into last week’s passage because there is a lot of disagreement over where one section ends and the other begins. Some of the reasons could be:
· The way the book is written – lots of short sentences and phrases that are difficult to connect. The English does not reflect this, because the translators have taken great efforts to interpret the Hebrew and to connect the thoughts.
· Our attempts to break up into sections a text that was intended to be a whole. Many ancient writings, including the Bible, were not broken into sections. This is a relatively modern attempt to help make the texts more understandable and accessible to modern audiences.
· Sometimes sections serve as bridges between two sections – belonging to both often concluding one and introducing the second. In the New Testament the Gospel of John has multiple examples of this.

If taken as part of chapter 12, Hosea 11:12 follows another promise from God that He will call the Israelites to repentance in a future generation and they will come. In 11:12, the readers are snapped back to the present (8th century BC) and the sin and judgment on the unrepentant Israelites.
· “Surrounded me with lies” – God is using language of being under siege by the idolatry of the Israelites. One commentator speculates that this could refer to an altar that had been used to worship Yahweh that was now surrounded by various idols of the false Canaanite gods. This shows the syncretism of the two faiths.
· “the house of Israel with deceit” – This will be explained in the following verses to show how the Israelites were deceitful in their dealings with one another and with other nations.
· “Judah still walks … .” – The word translated “walk” is better translated “wander.” Also the word translated “God” is not Yahweh but El, the more general term for God that was also used by other people to refer to their gods. Some translators believe at best this refers to Judah wavering between worship of the true God and syncretizing worship with the gods from the Canaanites. This interpretation does flow better with the judgment on Judah in chapter 12.

In verse 12:1, the image of the wind is back. The word translated “feeds on” might be better translated “shepherds.” Either way, what does the first part of this verse communicate about what Israel is doing?


The second half of the verse tells us specifically what they are doing. What “wind” are they pursuing and trying to control?


What deception is Israel engaging in in verse 1?


This is another example of Israel wanting to be like other nations and trusting in its own ability rather than the covenant.

Verse 2 begins a judgment against Judah, the southern kingdom. Instead of going back to the Exodus, this goes back to Jacob, one of the patriarchs. Verses 2-6 tell the story of Jacob in a unique way to make an important point.

How is Jacob portrayed in verse 3 and the beginning of verse 4? What does he believe he needs to do?
Some of the accounts referenced can be found in Genesis 35:1-10 Genesis 32:22-31


In verses 4-5, something happens to Jacob that parallels what we will see in the New Covenant. What happens and how is Jacob portrayed? Note that these verses are a chiasm. At the center of the chiasm is Jacob struggling with God.


As a result of what happened in verses 4-5, God tells Jacob how he should now live. What are the three main things that God tells Jacob should characterize his life?


If Judah is wavering, why is this message so important?


Verses 7-8 return the focus on the sin of Israel, the northern kingdom. How are the sins described?

Verse 7

Verse 8

How are the poorer people facing “double trouble” in this situation?

The relationship between God and human beings is directly related to the relationship between people. We have read about the idolatry. This is talking about social injustice in the northern kingdom. What is the main reason for the injustice and how is it connected to idolatry?


In verse 9, what will God do in direct response to these sins?


9 I am the LORD your God from the land of Egypt; I will again make you dwell in tents, as in the days of the appointed feast. 10 I spoke to the prophets; it was I who multiplied visions, and through the prophets gave parables. 11 If there is iniquity in Gilead, they shall surely come to nothing: in Gilgal they sacrifice bulls; their altars also are like stone heaps on the furrows of the field. 12 Jacob fled to the land of Aram; there Israel served for a wife, and for a wife he guarded sheep. 13 By a prophet the LORD brought Israel up from Egypt, and by a prophet he was guarded. 14 Ephraim has given bitter provocation; so his Lord will leave his bloodguilt on him and will repay him for his disgraceful deeds.

Verses 9-14 weave together what God has done to help Israel, Israel’s persistence in sinning, and the coming judgment. What has God done to help Israel?

Verse 10

Verse 13

What has Israel done?

Verse 11

Verse 14

What will God’s judgment look like?

Verse 9

Verse 11

Verse 14


As we reflect on God’s relationship to Israel and Judah, here are some questions to consider:
· What has God done for you to help you understand the truth of the gospel and to keep following Him?
· Where are you in your Christian life right now – faithful, wavering, or rebelling?
· Is your life marked by God’s love, God’s justice, and faithful obedience to His truth?
· What can you do to remain faithful, strengthen your faithfulness, or return to faithfulness?
