The First Sign: Replacing the Old with the New
John 2:1-12

On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 2 Jesus also was invited to the wedding with his disciples. 3 When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does this have to do with me? My hour has not yet come.” 5 His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 6 Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. 8 And he said to them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the feast.” So they took it. 9 When the master of the feast tasted the water now become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and when people have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you have kept the good wine until now.” 11 This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested his glory. And his disciples believed in him. 12 After this he went down to Capernaum, with his mother and his brothers and his disciples, and they stayed there for a few days.

John moves from introducing who Jesus is and emphasizing the theme of witness to a story about what Jesus did and how that helps us understand more of who He is.

Review:
· Jesus is the Eternal ______________, who was with God and is God.
· Jesus is the Word become ______________, who lives with us and dies for us.
· Jesus is the ____________ of the world and the giver of new _____________.
· All who truly believe in Jesus are made ______________ of God.
· All who truly believe in Jesus become _______________ of Him and ________________ for Him.

In chapter 2, Jesus and his disciples are at a wedding feast. Some context:
· In this time, wedding feasts lasted days or even weeks depending on how wealthy the families were.
· The families were expected to provide food and drink during this time.
· Guests were family, friends, and many other people from the community.
· The feast usually occurred after the couple had been legally married for a year but had not begun to live together.

In verse 1, we get several pieces of information: when, where, and who else is there.
· In the Gospel of John, “when” is not always referencing a date. In chapter 1, we read “the next day” in verses 29, 35, and 43. Did these occur on three consecutive days? It’s possible (maybe even most probable), but John seems to be using the phrase to link these three as one unit.
· In 2:1, what are the possible reasons John includes the phrase “on the third day”?

· The where is Cana of Galilee. This is the only prominent mention of Cana in the Bible. Scholars are not even sure where it is located – except that it is in Galilee. We know this is the region where Jesus grew up and did much of his ministry. Like Nazareth, Cana is not noteworthy in history except for what Jesus did there.

· What is interesting about how Mary is introduced here? Why would John write it this way?

Verse 2 notes that Jesus and his disciples were invited to the wedding, which means they had some relationship to the family. At first, verse 3 seems to be the point of interest in this story. It raises several contextual questions:
· Why did the wine run out?
· What possible ways could they have gotten more wine?
· Why is Mary involved with solving this problem?
· Why does she tell Jesus?



Jesus’s response also raises questions.
· Why does Jesus call his mother “Woman”?
· What does He mean when He says: “… what does this have to do with me”?
· What does He mean by “My hour has not yet come”?


The second question in Greek is	Τί ἐμοὶ καὶ σοί, γύναι; The semi-colon is the punctuation for a question. The first word is “What.” The next is “to me.” The third is the word often translated “and” or “also.” The fourth is “to you.” The last word is woman. Literally this reads:

	What (is this) to me and to you, woman? 

This could have at least two senses. First, it means what it sounds like in English. Jesus is saying something to the effect of: “Why should this concern us?” The second, and from Mary’s response seems more likely, Jesus is saying: “I see the problem. You don’t need to explain this further.”
The third question concerns Jesus saying “My hour has not yet come.” This introduces several important themes in the Gospel of John.
· “My hour” often refers to the crucifixion and all the events leading up to the crucifixion. It is a way of saying the coming time that will fulfill His mission.
· Much of what Jesus will do in His ministry is tied to this.
· Jesus must give His life voluntarily and at the right time. No need and no person, even His mother, has control over this. As He will state repeatedly, He came to do the Father’s will.

For the careful reader/listener, John has shifted the main point of the story from the wedding wine crisis to the ministry of Jesus.
John continues this in Verses 5-10 where the focus is not on the miracle or how Jesus did what He did. The focus is on what this miracle symbolizes. What are the two indications of this in how the jars are described in verse 6?


The largeness of the vessels likely points to the abundance of God’s grace. How do we know the number of gallons is not that important?

John is setting this up as another comparison between the old covenant and the new covenant. Remember the previous comparisons.
· 1:12-13

· 1:17-18

· 1:29

· 1:33

· 1:45

Review verses 6-10. How would you summarize the comparison between the old covenant and the new covenant that Jesus is bringing.



In verse 11, John calls this the first sign of Jesus. It is the first sign because it occurred first, but also because it established the overall context for the other signs and for Jesus’s ministry as a whole.

Jesus came to make all things ___________.

Interestingly, only the servants and the disciples saw what Jesus did. But verse 11 tells us only His disciples believed in Him. That’s another example of an important theme/principle communicated through the Gospel of John.
· We have already seen the theme of people misunderstanding what Jesus said and/or did.
· We have also seen what happens to those who truly believe in Jesus.
· Here we see the two come together. The servants saw but did not believe or understand. The disciples saw and believed – although we know they do not fully understand.
· John is emphasizing again what it means to be a disciple – believing in Jesus, following Jesus, and constantly seeking to understand more of who He is and what He is accomplishing.

REFLECTION
We often look at the old covenant and see the problems with it – legalism and ritualism being the most damaging and pervasive. How do we see these problems showing up in the new covenant in Christ? How can we stop this from happening?



