A Study of John 7:53-8:11

53 They went each to his own house, 1 but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 2 Early in the morning he came again to the temple. All the people came to him, and he sat down and taught them. 3 The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in adultery, and placing her in the midst 4 they said to him, “Teacher, this woman has been caught in the act of adultery. 5 Now in the Law, Moses commanded us to stone such women. So what do you say?” 6 This they said to test him, that they might have some charge to bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground. 7 And as they continued to ask him, he stood up and said to them, “Let him who is without sin among you be the first to throw a stone at her.” 8 And once more he bent down and wrote on the ground. 9 But when they heard it, they went away one by one, beginning with the older ones, and Jesus was left alone with the woman standing before him. 10 Jesus stood up and said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” 11 She said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you; go, and from now on sin no more.”

This story does not belong here, but it belongs in the gospel.
· Not in most of earliest manuscripts Greek and other  versions.
· No Greek commentator before the 12th century discusses it, and that commentator noted that it was not in the accurate copies of the Gospel.
· Eastern Fathers did not mention it prior to the 10th century. The earliest Western Fathers did not reference it.
· Story is found in a number of Koine and old Latin manuscripts along with the Latin Vulgate, the Ethiopic NT, and a few other versions.
· Jerome said it appeared in many Greek and Latin codices.
· Many manuscripts have markings indicating that scribes understood it was uncertain.
· Extraordinary number of variant readings.
· It sometimes appears in Luke and sometimes in other places in John (7:36, 7:44, 21:25)
· The language is more like the synoptic gospels rather than John’s gospel.
· 2nd century writing by Papias mentions the story, but appeared in the gospel “according to the Hebrews.”
· Early 3td century Syriac writing refers to the story.
· Although the evidence is against John as the author, the story is very consistent with the character and message of Jesus presented throughout all four gospels.

How can we explain why this story is in the Gospel of John and is gives an accurate picture of Jesus, but is not considered to be written by John? Why would it have been taken out of the gospel, moved, or added later?


Some scholars see this story as more likely to have been part of one of the other gospels, especially Luke. These three passages (Luke 21:37-38, 19:47-48, 20:1-2) are suggested as the most likely to provide context for the passage in John. Here are some other reasons:
· The writing is similar to the Synoptics rather than the Gospel of John.
· Luke emphasized Jesus’s ministry to the poor and oppressed, including women.
· John does not use the word “scribe.”
· John does not use the phrase “Mount of Olives.”
· John does not use “Teacher” as a way for others to address Jesus, except when John defines “rabbi.”

Although this story might be out of place, it is still considered to be authentic and part of the story of Jesus. We will study it as such.

How does it fit in the context of John 7 and 8?



We will focus here on the overall message. Two different perspectives to the law are being compared here – that of the religious leaders and of Jesus.

	
	Pharisees 
	Jesus

	What is the law for?


	




	

	How is it being used?


	




	

	How is the woman viewed?


	




	

	What does this show is the core motivation?
	




	




What are some indications in verses 3-5 that the religious leaders are not truly concerned with the sin of this woman?


Verse 6 gives their true motivation was to trap Jesus. How would this have trapped Jesus?


Much attention is given to Jesus’s writing on the ground. Here are some of the thoughts on what He was doing:
· Writing a Scripture that would have contained at most 16 Hebrew letters. Exodus 23:1b and 23:7 are suggested as possibilities
· Writing what He is about to pronounce as judgment, which was something that Roman judges commonly did
· Taking His time by doodling to either calm Himself or think
· Writing the sins of the accusers
· Reminding the accusers of Jeremiah 37:13

The Bible does not say what He was doing. It must have had some impact on the crowd. But, in the story, what has the greater impact? Look in verse 9 for the answer.


In verse 7, Jesus says, “Let him who is without sin among you be the first to throw a stone at her.” What could be some of the possible reasons these self-righteous men walked away? How had Jesus reversed their trap?


The way the retreat of the accusers is described gives us a picture of what happened. In verse 9, what two important descriptions are given and why are they important?



After they leave, Jesus turns His attention to the woman. In verses 10-11, Jesus tells her two equally important things. What are they?


The story does not detail this further, but we know from the greater context of the Bible that what Jesus is asking her to do is impossible unless something happens. What needs to happen to the woman so that she can do what Jesus said?


The overall message of this passage can be seen in these questions.

· What should our attitude toward God’s commandments be?

· What attitude should we not have toward God’s commandments?

· What is Jesus’s attitude toward sin?

· What is Jesus’s attitude toward sinners?

· What should our attitude be toward God’s law, sin, and sinners?

This story presents much of the gospel, but we need to fill out the story by answering these questions.
· What needs to take place in our lives if we are to have these right attitudes?

·  How can that take place?

What does this story tell us about who Jesus is?
