A Study of John 10:22-42

22 At that time the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the colonnade of Solomon. 24 So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name bear witness about me, 26 but you do not believe because you are not among my sheep. 27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.” 31 The Jews picked up stones again to stone him. 32 Jesus answered them, “I have shown you many good works from the Father; for which of them are you going to stone me?” 33 The Jews answered him, “It is not for a good work that we are going to stone you but for blasphemy, because you, being a man, make yourself God.” 34 Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in your Law, ‘I said, you are gods’? 35 If he called them gods to whom the word of God came—and Scripture cannot be broken— 36 do you say of him whom the Father consecrated and sent into the world, ‘You are blaspheming,’ because I said, ‘I am the Son of God’? 37 If I am not doing the works of my Father, then do not believe me; 38 but if I do them, even though you do not believe me, believe the works, that you may know and understand that the Father is in me and I am in the Father.” 39 Again they sought to arrest him, but he escaped from their hands.  40 He went away again across the Jordan to the place where John had been baptizing at first, and there he remained. 41 And many came to him. And they said, “John did no sign, but everything that John said about this man was true.” 42 And many believed in him there.

The setting for these verses is the Feast of Dedication, also known as Hannukah. Here is some background on Hannukah.
· This feast is not based on the Exodus.
· It was established about 160 years before Jesus was born when the temple was cleansed and made holy again.
· In 167 BC, the Jewish people revolted against Antiochus Epiphanes, a Seleucid ruler. The Seleucids were one of the fragments of the Greek Empire.
· To strengthen the unity of his kingdom, Antiochus required everyone to observe the Greek religion. In December 167, he placed a statue of Zeus in the Jewish temple and sacrificed a pig on the altar.
· Led by Judas Maccabeus, the Jewish people rebelled and defeated the Seleucids. They gained independence and re-established temple worship in December 164 BC. The re-consecration of the temple was accompanied by eight days of celebration.
· The Jewish people have observed this feast ever since. The rituals include lighting a candle each day for eight days to remember the re-lighting of the candles in the temple and to look forward to the coming Messiah.

The mention of this feast is a good opportunity to review the period of time from the fall of Israel and Judah to the time of Jesus. It helps to think of this in terms of the empires that were in control. Daniel, 2 Kings, and 2 Chronicles include stories about the Assyrian and Babylonian empires.
· Assyrian Empire. 8th century BC. The Assyrians destroy Israel and subjugate Judah.
· Babylonian Empire. 6th century BC. The Babylonians defeat the Assyrians and subjugate Judah. When the Jewish leaders revolt, the Babylonians conquer Judah and destroy Jerusalem and the temple.
· Persian Empire. 6th century BC. The Persians defeat the Babylonians. Their king allows the Jewish people to return to Judah and rebuild the city and the temple. This story is told in Ezra and Nehemiah. Several OT prophets ministered during this time.
· Greek Empire. 4th century BC. Alexander the Great conquers much of Europe, Africa, and the Middle East, including the Persians. He dies relatively young and his empire is divided among his four generals. Ptolemy is given the area that includes Palestine.

The Maccabean revolt overthrows the Greeks in the 2nd century BC, and the Jewish people are a sovereign nation until the Romans conquer them 63 BC.

John notes that this story is taking place in the winter. Some scholars believe John does this intentionally. What could he be communicating by including this detail?



The “Jews” in verse 24 could have included some leaders, but others were also likely there. What are reasons that they would ask Jesus to tell them if He is the Christ? Some translators believe the phrase “keep us in suspense” is better translated “provoke us”.


Jesus said that He told them, yet in the Gospel of John, there is no mention of Jesus stating that He is the Christ except to the Samaritan woman at the well. What does Jesus mean when He says “I told you”?


He tells them that the reason that they do not believe in Him is because they are not His sheep. What are the characteristics of His sheep that He gives in verse 27?


What does Jesus say that He does for His sheep?


Jesus makes two connections between Himself and the Father in verses 28-30. What are they?


In verse 30, we see another important Bible verse regarding the Trinity.
· Jesus is not saying that He and the Father are the same person. That is clear in the Greek, because of the word for “one” that Jesus uses.
· Jesus is at minimum saying that He and the Father are of one mind and are together performing the same action (here, holding onto the sheep). The way that Jesus states this is that He and the Father are perfectly one. He is not a junior partner.

In verse 31, the Jewish people confronting Jesus want to kill Him. In grace, Jesus keeps trying to get them to focus on the most important question – Which works or teachings go against the Father? His opponents do not want to answer this question and instead want to quibble about words. Rather than saying that He is God, Jesus quotes from Psalm 82:6-7 (I said, “You are gods, sons of the Most High, all of you; 7 nevertheless, like men you shall die, and fall like any prince.”) and then asks a question. There are multiple interpretations as to who is being called sons of the Most High. However, regardless, the Psalms passage says that they were called sons of God and they fell. What point is he making here?
Jesus’s response includes a new self description – him whom the Father consecrated and sent into the world. The word “consecrated” was also used to describe the temple. Given the time and place of this dialogue, what is Jesus doing in using this word?


Jesus has used three images to describe Himself - The Door, The Good Shepherd, The Temple. How do each of these give us a fuller understanding of who Jesus is?

· The Door

· The Good Shepherd

· The Temple

At the end of this statement, Jesus quotes His own words: “I am the Son of God.” What is the importance of using “the” instead of “a” in this passage?


In verses 37-39, Jesus gets to the point – believe His works are from the Father or do not. How are these verses yet another example of His grace and love for those who hate Him?


Jesus ends with another reference to the mutual indwelling of the Father and the Son. How does this help us understand what Jesus meant when He said “I and the Father are one”?


The passage ends with another set of saddle or bridge verses. His opponents try to arrest Him, but Jesus escapes and crosses the Jordan River and remained there. Many people, presumably some who had been disciples of John the Baptist, believe in Him. What is significant about verse 41 with regards to John the Baptist that should be an encouragement to all believers?


Witness plays a key role in God’s plan. After Jesus ascends to heaven, future followers will believe without seeing Him. Instead, they will believe because of the witness of those who did see Him.

THEOLOGICAL IMPORTANCE OF JOHN 10:30
I and the Father are one. ἐγὼ καὶ ὁ πατὴρ ἕν ἐσμεν.

This Bible verse affirms the Trinitarian view of the Father and Son and refutes three of the main false teachings (heresies). Here are the three views and how the Gospel of John as a whole and this verse in particular argues against them.

· Modalism

· Tritheism

· Subordinationism
