A Study of Mark 15:39-16:8
39 And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!” 40 There were also women looking on from a distance, among whom were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome. 41 When he was in Galilee, they followed him and ministered to him, and there were also many other women who came up with him to Jerusalem. 42 And when evening had come, since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day before the Sabbath, 43 Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who was also himself looking for the kingdom of God, took courage and went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. 44 Pilate was surprised to hear that he should have already died. And summoning the centurion, he asked him whether he was already dead. 45 And when he learned from the centurion that he was dead, he granted the corpse to Joseph. 46 And Joseph bought a linen shroud, and taking him down, wrapped him in the linen shroud and laid him in a tomb that had been cut out of the rock. And he rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb. 47 Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where he was laid.

vWhen the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. 2 And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3 And they were saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of the tomb?” 4 And looking up, they saw that the stone had been rolled back—it was very large. 5 And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a white robe, and they were alarmed. 6 And he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is not here. See the place where they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going before you to Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.” 8 And they went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and astonishment had seized them, and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.

For Good Friday and Easter Sunday, we will be looking at part of the death and resurrection narrative found in the Gospel of Mark. This gospel has the shortest account of the resurrection, which is consistent with Mark as a whole. It is one of the reason that some New Testament scholars believe this gospel was written first (Markan priority) and  Matthew and Luke used it as part of their accounts. Scholars often view the shorter readings as likely earlier than longer ones. There is also the belief that either part of this gospel was lost or Mark intended to write more but something happened that prevented him from doing so. We will discuss this later in this study.

What is the significance in Mark mentioning the Roman centurion’s confession in verse 39?



What is the significance of Mark mentioning in verses 40-41 the women at the cross when Jesus died?


According to what Mark wrote in verses 42-43, why did Joseph of Arimathea want to take Jesus’s body from the cross? What does it tell us about the state of his belief? What do the other gospels add about Joseph? Matthew 27:57, Luke 23:50-51



Why would Pilate have been surprised by Jesus dying so soon? How does this add to the confirmation of the death of Jesus?


How many people were witnesses of Jesus being dead after He was taken from the cross?



Mark adds details that helps us see the sequence of events.
· Sabbath ends at sundown Saturday. This would have given the women time to buy the spices for the next day.
· He indicates that they went to the tomb early the next morning when the sun had just risen.

Why was it important for Mark to indicate that the sun was up?


Rich people, like Joseph, would have had a round stone (rather than a square one) which could be rolled from the entrance. It still would have been very heavy. The women see that the stone had already been moved and a young man was there. What four details in verses 5-7 help us see that the man is an angel?



In verse 7, the women are told to tell Jesus’s disciples and Peter. What is significant about how Mark wrote this? Mark’s main source for this gospel was Peter.


What seems unusual about verse 8 especially if we accept what most scholars throughout church history have believed that this is the ending of the original manuscript? How is it different from the other gospels?



What is the main message of all of these verses?


DISPUTED ENDINGS
Even ancient manuscripts include notations that part or all of Mark 16:9-20 are not part of the original text. Most modern English translations do the same. There are many theories as to why Mark ends so abruptly and why part or all of this was added later. Most of the time when scholars see that additions have been made to manuscripts, it is an attempt by people to “help” the text. They might have been troubled by the abrupt ending and then used one or more of the other gospels to complete Mark’s writing. How should we treat theses verses? My general principle is this: We can affirm and teach anything that is found in the other gospels but should wary of anything that is unique to Mark, especially if it seems contrary to the rest of the Bible. What do you see that is consistent with the other gospels and what seems to be suspect?
