A Study of John 13:21-38
21 After saying these things, Jesus was troubled in his spirit, and testified, “Truly, truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me.” 22 The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of whom he spoke. 23 One of his disciples, whom Jesus loved, was reclining at table at Jesus’ side, 24 so Simon Peter motioned to him to ask Jesus of whom he was speaking. 25 So that disciple, leaning back against Jesus, said to him, “Lord, who is it?” 26 Jesus answered, “It is he to whom I will give this morsel of bread when I have dipped it.” So when he had dipped the morsel, he gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. 27 Then after he had taken the morsel, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, “What you are going to do, do quickly.” 28 Now no one at the table knew why he said this to him. 29 Some thought that, because Judas had the moneybag, Jesus was telling him, “Buy what we need for the feast,” or that he should give something to the poor. 30 So, after receiving the morsel of bread, he immediately went out. And it was night. 
31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in him. 32 If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and glorify him at once. 33 Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You will seek me, and just as I said to the Jews, so now I also say to you, ‘Where I am going you cannot come.’ 34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. 35 By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 36 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus answered him, “Where I am going you cannot follow me now, but you will follow afterward.” 37 Peter said to him, “Lord, why can I not follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.” 38 Jesus answered, “Will you lay down your life for me? Truly, truly, I say to you, the rooster will not crow till you have denied me three times.

In the first half of this chapter, Jesus taught through a powerful image the very heart of His kingdom – love that leads to serving each other. In this section, we see two examples of what happens when people, even followers of Jesus, reject the kingdom and continue to trust in the world.

In verse 21, after this most important teaching, the text says that Jesus was “troubled in his spirit.” This is the same verb used to describe what Jesus felt when He approached the tomb of Lazarus and saw all the people mourning without hope. Why is Jesus troubled here? In light of what He just taught, why was this even more troubling?

The disciples have no idea what Jesus is talking about. Simon Peter motions toward one of the disciples sitting close to Jesus trying to prompt him to ask Jesus about it. This disciple is described in the Gospel of John as the disciple “whom Jesus loved.  There have been numerous guesses as to who this person is and why he is described this way. Here are some of the main ideas in this discussion.
· The identity of the person is tied to the authorship of the gospel.
· The person was known to John’s readers in the first-century church and was considered an authoritative witness.
· External evidence points strongly toward John being the author of the gospel and the “beloved disciple.”
· Internal evidence could indicate that the two are different people.
· He might also be the “other disciple” referenced at different times in the gospel. 1:35, 18:15, 20:1-10, 21:1-14
· References to the beloved disciple include 13:23, 19:25-27. 21:20-24.

If church tradition is correct and John is the author and beloved disciple, why would he refer to himself this way?
· It might have been a way to avoid using the first person either out of humility or style.
· With the importance of Jesus’s I AM statements, the author might have had even more of a reason to avoid first person.
· It is possible for John to be the oral source of this gospel, but when it was written down, his close followers might have used a familiar name for him.

The identification of this person is not a major emphasis in the gospel and does not affect in any way the major teaching and events in it.

The scene is described in a way that indicates not everyone was aware of the communication between Peter, the beloved disciple, and Jesus. What is significant about Jesus giving the bread to Judas? How also is it an act of grace? Remember what Jesus had said a few verses earlier.




Verse 27 says that Satan entered Judas when he took the morsel of bread. What is meant and not meant by this phrase? It is important to interpret this through the overall teaching of Scripture.


Verses 27-30 confirm what we thought earlier that the communication between Jesus, Peter, and the beloved disciple was limited to them. We do see that John notes that when Judas left at night. From what we have seen in this gospel, why would John be mentioning this detail?


John does not indicate that he knew why Judas left. What possible reasons could there be for that?


How does Jesus in verse 31 acknowledge the significance of what has just happened with Judas?



Jesus tells the remaining disciples that He is about to be “glorified” and that He will be going where they cannot come. What does Jesus mean by this?


In verses 34-35, Jesus returns to the main message that He had taught by washing their feet. What is that teaching? How does He make it impossible for them to do on their own?


We know the importance of God’s love, but do we know what it is? According to Scripture, what is a definition of God’s love?


Why does Jesus place such importance on His disciples’ love for one another?



Peter represents the lack of understanding by the disciples. What are they concerned with and what are they ignoring from what Jesus has just said?
The second time Peter hears Jesus, he understands. How do we know that?


What does Peter’s response to Jesus in verse 37 tell us about Peter and what he thought of himself and Jesus?




What does Jesus’s response tell us about what He knew about Peter?


How did living according to the kingdom of the world inevitably lead Peter to denying Christ?



What are some wrong beliefs that people, including Christians, have about the kind of savior they want Jesus to be? How can these lead to problems.?


