A Study of John 17:1-13

When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed. 6 “I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the world. Yours they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that everything that you have given me is from you. 8 For I have given them the words that you gave me, and they have received them and have come to know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for those whom you have given me, for they are yours. 10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in them. 11 And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are one. 12 While I was with them, I kept them in your name, which you have given me. I have guarded them, and not one of them has been lost except the son of destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 13 But now I am coming to you, and these things I speak in the world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 14 I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 15 I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.

Jesus had just said that the disciples will abandon Him and each other. He told them hard times are coming and that is why He has been teaching them – to prepare them for the hard times. He has told them that He was leaving. He has told them that persecution will come. But He also promised the Holy Spirit, who would come and guide them. Above all, He has told them of the importance of abiding in Him so that they might be one with Him and the Father and each other and so that they can serve one another in love.

Chapter 17 is the ending of the giant chiasm that began in chapter 13.
Point A – 13:1-30 – An act of love - The washing of the feet at the Last Supper
Point B – 13:31-14:14 – “I am leaving but do not be troubled.”
Point C – 14:15-31 – “The Holy Spirit is coming.”
Point D – The main point of the structure – 15:1-25 – Jesus is the vine, the Father is the vinedresser, we are the branches.
Point C – 15:26-16:15 – “The Holy Spirit is coming.”
Point B – 16:16-33 - “I am leaving but do not be troubled.”
Point A – 17:1-26 – An act of love – The high priestly prayer of Jesus

The first act of love was Jesus serving the disciples by washing their feet. The second act was Jesus praying for the disciples and all who would believe in Him because of their testimony. This prayer is sometimes called the High Priestly Prayer. Jesus is interceding on behalf of His current and future disciples. The prayer can be broken up into three main parts:

Verses 1-5 – Jesus prays for Himself and the Father.
Verses 6-19 – Jesus prays for His current disciples.
Verses 20-26 – Jesus prays for His future disciples.

Verse 1 gives a clear transition from what had been said earlier - When Jesus had spoken these words. We also see that Jesus is now talking to the Father, but He is doing so out loud.

What does Jesus mean by “the hour has come”?


What does He mean by “glorify your Son”?


How will the Son in being glorified glorify the Father?


In verse 2, what authority has been given to Jesus by the Father?


How does Jesus describe eternal life in verse 3? What does Jesus mean by “know” when He says “that they know …”?


In verse 4, what does Jesus say His entire ministry has been?


How does this relate to what the purpose of our ministry should be?


Verse 5 is a direct connection to the prologue of this gospel. What is Jesus talking about here?



What does Jesus mean in verse 6 when He says, “I have manifested your name”?


In verses 6-8, Jesus is speaking about some things that have not yet fully happened as though they have already happened. What are these things and what is the significance of Jesus speaking about them in this way?


In verses 6-8, Jesus is giving one of the main messages of His ministry – He has come to say and do what the Father has sent Him to do. His true disciples will believe this and follow Him.

In verse 9, Jesus specifically says that He is not praying for the world at this time, but only for those who are His disciples. Why is this an important distinction?


In verse 10, He again makes clear that He is not a rival to God. How does He do that?


In verse 10, Jesus said that He is glorified in His disciples. What does He mean by that?

In verse 11, Jesus again uses a present tense to talk about something that has not yet happened – He is leaving them. Jesus begins to pray for their protection. From verse 11, what is one of the most important things that needs to happen to protect them from the world?


How does keeping the disciples in the Father’s name help them to be united? Note what was meant earlier by “your name.”


In verse 12, Jesus says that it had been part of His earthly ministry to keep His followers in the Father’s name and that He was guarding them. What was Jesus guarding them from? Read verses 14-16 for help.



What is one of the benefits of hearing and receiving the word of Jesus, according to verse 13? How will Jesus’s complete earthly ministry help His disciples have His joy in them?




What Jesus has been teaching in the Farewell Discourse and now that He prays in the High Priestly Prayer gives a strong indication of what He considered was most important. Review verses 1-13. What did Jesus consider most important?




How often do we pray about the same things that Jesus prayed about?


