 
A Study of John 17:17-26

When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed. 6 “I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the world. Yours they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that everything that you have given me is from you. 8 For I have given them the words that you gave me, and they have received them and have come to know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for those whom you have given me, for they are yours. 10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in them. 11 And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are one. 12 While I was with them, I kept them in your name, which you have given me. I have guarded them, and not one of them has been lost except the son of destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 13 But now I am coming to you, and these things I speak in the world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 14 I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 15 I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 19 And for their sake I consecrate myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth. 20 “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, 21 that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, 23 I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me. 24 Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 25 O righteous Father, even though the world does not know you, I know you, and these know that you have sent me. 26 I made known to them your name, and I will continue to make it known, that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.”

In His high priestly prayer, Jesus makes seven requests.
1. Verse 1 – Glorify Your Son on earth
2. Verse 4 – Glorify Your Son in Your presence
3. Verses 11-15 – Keep my followers in Your name and from the evil one
4. Verse 17 – Sanctify them in truth
5. Verse 21 – Make them one
6. Verse 24 – Let them be with Jesus and see His full glory
7. Verse 26 – Let Your love remain in them

We looked at the first four last week. Today we will look at the last three with some reference to the third and fourth one. Look at numbers 3-7. Do you see a connection between them? How do these key thoughts connect?

· The world’s influence
· The sanctifying truth
· The unity of the believers
· God’s love
· The glory and presence of Jesus

In verses 11-16, why does Jesus want the Father to keep His followers in the Father’s name after He leaves them?


In verse 17, Jesus indicates that our protection from the world will not be only the supernatural protection of God. Instead, what will help sanctify us and what is our part in this sanctification process?



In verses 18-19 Jesus connects His mission from the Father to the mission He gave His followers. What is that connection? How does this show us that our efforts to learn are not enough for sanctification?


Verse 20 in the Bible is the only place where we are singled out. It is the only time Jesus prays for specifically for those who believed in Jesus because of the ministry of the first disciples. What does Jesus ask the Father to do for us in verses 21-23?





What does Jesus mean that we would “be one even as we (Father and Son) are one”? How has Jesus talked about the oneness that He has with the Father?



What word does Jesus use in verse 23 that reminds us that what He is praying for is impossible for us to do alone?



The language of indwelling is everywhere in this section, which should remind us of the message of the vine and the branches and abiding in Christ.
· Verse 21 – The Father in the Son
· Verse 21 – The Son in the Father
· Verse 21 – The church in the Father and Son
· Verse 23 – The Son in the church
· Verse 23 – The church in the Son
· Verse 26 – God’s love in the church
· Verse 26 – The Son in the church

How does this help us understand what is necessary for the fulfillment of Jesus’s prayer that we be one?


Jesus is praying for this unity in this lifetime. In verse 24, Jesus prays for the future. What is His prayer there and why is it important?


REVIEW
Jesus prays that the church would be _____________ as He and the Father are _____________.

This means that the church should abound in l_____________ just as the Father and Son have perfect l_______________.

For this l___________ to abound the church members must know G_______ and know e_________ o_____________ well. This points to a closeness or i________________ that goes beyond being acquaintances or cordial friends.

Like the Father and Son, the church will also be united in p_______________ and m_______________.

To experience this oneness, we also need to be a___________________ in the Father and Son and they need to be a_________________ in us.

God has made the oneness of the church an e_________________ part of His plan to advance His k___________________. The oneness is e____________________ of the power of His love.


REFLECTION
Why do churches often neglect Jesus’s prayer for Trinitarian unity among Christians?
