Summary and Discussion
The High Price of Doing Right
John 19:1-16

Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged him. 2 And the soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on his head and arrayed him in a purple robe. They came up to him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and struck him with their hands.  Pilate went out again and said to them, “See, I am bringing him out to you that you may know that I find no guilt in him.”  So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Behold the man!”  When the chief priests and the officers saw him, they cried out, “Crucify him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him, for I find no guilt in him.” The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die because he has made himself the Son of God.” When Pilate heard this statement, he was even more afraid. He entered his headquarters again and said to Jesus, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. So Pilate said to him, “You will not speak to me? Do you not know that I have authority to release you and authority to crucify you?” Jesus answered him, “You would have no authority over me at all unless it had been given you from above. Therefore he who delivered me over to you has the greater sin.” From then on Pilate sought to release him, but the Jews cried out, “If you release this man, you are not Caesar’s friend. Everyone who makes himself a king opposes Caesar.”  So when Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judgment seat at a place called The Stone Pavement, and in Aramaic Gabbatha. Now it was the day of Preparation of the Passover. It was about the sixth hour. He said to the Jews, “Behold your King!” They cried out, “Away with him, away with him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.” 16 So he delivered him over to be crucified.

In an attempt to release Jesus and avoiding a riot by the Jewish leaders and their supporters, Pilate has Jesus whipped and then brought out before the crowd. This does not assuage the Jewish leaders who demand that Pilate execute Jesus. The confrontation between Pilate and the Jewish leaders is tense with the leaders accusing Jesus of violating their law and threatening Pilate that they will tell the emperor that he is supporting a rebel. Pilate gives in and although he has repeatedly said that Jesus is innocent, he condemns Him to death on a cross. As he does, Pilate shows his disdain for the Jewish leaders by calling Jesus “your king.” The Jewish leaders reveal their true hearts by declaring allegiance to the emperor and rejecting even God as king.

Throughout all of this, Jesus is portrayed as being in control. He speaks when He decides to, and He pronounces judgment on those around Him. This is just as John has depicted Jesus throughout the gospel – always in control, willingly giving His life, but according to the Father’s plan and no one else’s. Through it all, He extends grace even to Pilate.

In this story we see the ugliness of sin in the face of the beauty of Christ. We see where following the kingdom of the world leads, and we see where Christ leads. No matter how we might rationalize, justify, or dress up our sin, it is still sin. If we are to follow Christ, we follow Him to His kingdom and away from the way of the world. His love increases in us as the power of sin diminishes.

Questions
What are ways that people soften, disguise, or redefine sin to try to take away its ugliness?


Why do we struggle and/or does our faith in Jesus get shaken when we face difficult times? Why is it difficult to believe God is still in control? How does Jesus’s trials help us?


Although nearly every person would prefer a world full of the fruit of the Spirit to one full of sin, why are we still drawn to the world of sin?


What problems come from trying to mix the two kingdoms – the kingdom of God and the kingdom of the world?


What does God treasure and how can we treasure more fully what He treasures? How can we help each other to do the same?
