A Study of John 19:38-20:10

38 After these things Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus, and Pilate gave him permission. So he came and took away his body. 39 Nicodemus also, who earlier had come to Jesus by night, came bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds in weight. 40 So they took the body of Jesus and bound it in linen cloths with the spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews. 41 Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid. 42 So because of the Jewish day of Preparation, since the tomb was close at hand, they laid Jesus there. 
20 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3 So Peter went out with the other disciple, and they were going toward the tomb. 4 Both of them were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 And stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there, 7 and the face cloth, which had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen cloths but folded up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples went back to their homes.

In chapters 18 and 19, we see what happens when forces in the kingdom of the world combine. The Roman and Jewish leaders hate each other, but for different reasons, they agree to have Jesus crucified. Both are more concerned about their power and status than they are about the guilt or innocence of Jesus or the truth of His kingdom. Although they have a mix of reasons, the Roman soldiers kill Jesus primarily out of duty, Pilate to protect his position, and the Jewish leaders to honor a wrong understanding of God and righteousness. Amid all this hatred, violence, and selfishness, Jesus is there showing another way.

At the end of chapter 19 and for the rest of John’s Gospel, we see what happens when forces in the kingdom of God come together. This is the story of the resurrection of Jesus, but it is more than that. It is also the story of the followers of Jesus who in different ways serve as examples for us to follow.

19:38-42
In this section, Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus bury Jesus’s body. Joseph is one of a relatively few number of people named in all four Gospels. Who is Joseph of Arimathea?

· Luke 23:50, Mark 15:43

· Matthew 27:57

· John 19:38

Who is Nicodemus? Nicodemus is only mentioned in the Gospel of John.
· 3:1

· 7:50-52
From what we know about Joseph and Nicodemus, what does that say about their actions to take the body of Jesus, prepare it for burial, and place the body in the tomb?




The Roman practice was to leave bodies on the cross for as long as possible as a way to show their power over the people and an ongoing warning of the power of Rome and the futility of rebellion. How humiliating it was to Jewish people to see that they were so powerless that they could not even take down the bodies of loved ones and give them a decent burial. The bodies would eventually be put in a common grave.

The Romans sometimes made exceptions for family members who requested the body, but not if the person had been executed because of treason, which is one of the implications of calling Jesus “Kingof the Jews.” Why would Pilate allow Joseph, who was not a relative of Jesus, to take the body?


Jewish tombs were not the final resting place for a body. After the body had decomposed to just bones, the bones would be placed in a box called an ossuary. Jewish families would often not place the bodies of executed relatives in the family tomb for fear of contaminating other bodies.

Verse 41 notes that the tomb was new. How does this help us understand more about Joseph’s motivation?


What does verse 42 add to our understanding of Joseph and Nicodemus’s context?


20:1-10
In this section, we get the beginning of how the followers of Jesus respond to His resurrection. The first group is represented by Mary Magdalene. The previous chapter ends with the sense that Joseph and Nicodemus could not completely prepare the body for burial. In other gospel accounts, a group of women, including Mary Magdalene, head to the tomb Sunday to prepare the body.

In verses 1-2, what themes that John has established throughout the gospel are seen here?


In verses 3-4, the Peter and (most likely) John run to the tomb and apparently as fast as they can. Why would they run?

In verse 5, John arrived at the tomb first and looked in but did not go in. What are some of the reasons that he did not go in?

In verse 7, what is unusual about the description of the face cloth?


Verse 8 says John went into the tomb and “saw and believed.” How does this fit with the themes in his gospel? 

The text does not state explicitly what he believed, but what is implied?

What does this tell us about how his faith similar to ours today? Think about what John did not see.

This section ends with a rather unexpected note - Then the disciples went back to their homes. Again, we are left to determine what is implied. Given the themes throughout this gospel, what did Peter and John most likely do when they went home?



Reflection
What characteristics do we see in Joseph, Nicodemus, Mary Magdalene, Peter, and John  that every Christian should have or aspire to have?
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