A Study of John 20:24-21:14

24 Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

21 After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, and he revealed himself in this way. 2 Simon Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples were together. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 4 Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them, “Children, do you have any fish?” They answered him, “No.” 6 He said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in, because of the quantity of fish. 7 That disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment, for he was stripped for work, and threw himself into the sea. 8 The other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, but about a hundred yards off. 9 When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out on it, and bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 11 So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, 153 of them. And although there were so many, the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and so with the fish. 14 This was now the third time that Jesus was revealed to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.

The resurrection has occurred, and Jesus has appeared to several of His followers. We have accounts in all four gospels, the book of Acts, and 1 Corinthians.
· Matthew 28:9-10
· Matthew 28:16-20
· Mark 16:9-11
· Mark 16:12-13
· Mark 16:14-19
· Luke 24:13-31
· Luke 24:36-39
· Acts 1:3-9
· 1 Corinthians 15:5-7

In the Gospel of John, the disciple Thomas was not present when Jesus previously appeared to the other disciples. He has been called “Doubting Thomas” as a way to distinguish him from the other disciples. But that does not seem like a proper distinction and does not seem to be John’s point.

Who is the only person in the Gospel of John who is said to have believed in Jesus before seeing the risen Lord?


This means Thomas was like just about everyone else at that time. He needed to see before he believed. This is consistent with how Thomas has been depicted in this gospel. Look at the prior mentions of Thomas. What can we learn about him in John 11:16 and 14:5?


How does Jesus’s statement in verse 29 help show us the main point of this story? Who would this have been an encouragement to?


This story is also told as part of the meta-narrative in John’s gospel. Thomas’s statement is one of the most significant made in the Bible. It sums up the entire point of John’s narrative and sums up what we must believe if we are to be saved.

What is the importance of Thomas’s statement “My Lord and my God”?


Here are some of the places that John has shown that Jesus is both Lord and God.
· 1:1

· 1:2

· 1:14

· 1:29, 36

· 1:41, 4;25-26

· 1:48

· 3:2

· 2:18-21

· 3:14, 16

· 4:42

· 5:18, 27, 39

· 6:14

· 6:35 – One example of multiple I AM statements.

· 7:38

· 9:31-33

· 9:35

· 10:30

· 10:36

· 14:9-11

· 19:15

· 20:20


Verses 30-31 speak of other evidence (signs) that John included and omitted. This includes miraculous displays of God’s power. Why did John include some evidence and omit some? 

Chapter 21 is sometimes called an epilogue. The end of chapter 20 seems like a great place to end, and some scholars believe that John or one of his associates added chapter 21 later. It does not change the message of the gospel. In fact, it strengthens it. As you read it, think about how this story is very similar to the ending of the other three gospels.

Seven of the 12 disciples go fishing on the Sea of Galilee (Tiberias). After fishing all night, they caught nothing. Jesus comes to the shore, but they do not recognize Him at first.

What does John note in verse 4 that tells us what is coming? This has been a common image John uses throughout the gospel.

From shore Jesus instructs them to try again. They do so and the catch is so much that they cannot bring it into the boat. John recognizes Jesus and tells Peter, who almost immediately swims to shore where Jesus has started a fire and begun to make breakfast. He tells the disciples to bring some of what they just caught.

To help us understand this story, John includes an oddly specific number of fish – 153. Here are some of the thoughts on why John includes this:
· Some ancients believed the number to be the number of species of fish in the world. Jerome connected this to a vision in Ezekiel 47 1:12.
· Some scholars have applied Gematria (assigning letters to numbers) and determined that this could mean “church of love” or “children of God.”
· Augustine took a much more mathematical approach. 153 is the sum of all numbers 1-17. In addition, the numbers 10 (ten commandments) and seven (seven spirits) were important to the Jewish people.
· Augustine also saw that 153=(3x50)+3. This could be a reference to the Trinity.
· Cyril of Alexandria believed the 100 to be all Gentile believers, 50 to be all Jewish believers, and three to be the Trinity.
· A detail to show how miraculous the catch was.

While there is disagreement over why the number is included and what it could mean, there is much agreement over the overall meaning of the passage. If we view this as Jesus teaching through an acted-out parable, what is the point of this story?


Some scholars also see a connection between the Lord’s Supper and here the Lord’s Breakfast. Do you see any similarities? Some see a connection with the feeding of the 5,000 (6:11)


From what we know about first-century Jewish culture, what else was significant about Jesus preparing and having a meal with them?


This is not an allegory, but now that we know the message of this story, look back at the story. What does this tell us about our mission as Christians?


