A Study of Ecclesiastes 6:7–7:6

7 All the toil of man is for his mouth, yet his appetite is not satisfied. 8 For what advantage has the wise man over the fool? And what does the poor man have who knows how to conduct himself before the living? 9 Better is the sight of the eyes than the wandering of the appetite: this also is vanity and a striving after wind. 10 Whatever has come to be has already been named, and it is known what man is, and that he is not able to dispute with one stronger than he. 11 The more words, the more vanity, and what is the advantage to man? 12 For who knows what is good for man while he lives the few days of his vain life, which he passes like a shadow? For who can tell man what will be after him under the sun? 
7 A good name is better than precious ointment, and the day of death than the day of birth. 2 It is better to go to the house of mourning than to go to the house of feasting, for this is the end of all mankind, and the living will lay it to heart. 3 Sorrow is better than laughter, for by sadness of face the heart is made glad. 4 The heart of the wise is in the house of mourning, but the heart of fools is in the house of mirth. 5 It is better for a man to hear the rebuke of the wise than to hear the song of fools. 6 For as the crackling of thorns under a pot, so is the laughter of the fools; this also is vanity.

These verses can be broken out into four sections.

· 6:7-9

· 6:10-12

· 7:1-4

· 7:5-6

As we have said before, wisdom literature should not be treated like magic formulas, superstitions, or absolute rules that always work a certain way. Instead, wisdom statements help the readers understand how they should live and what typically results when we do so.

Here the preacher teaches on four different subjects. What is he teaching in verses 7-9?

· Everyone works to try to s_______________ an i__________________ appetite.

· This is true for the w___________, f____________, r__________, or p___________.

· Although it is better to enjoy what we h_____________ rather than try to s_______________ our appetite, either way it is v______________.

The preacher is talking about two different ways that our “appetites” affect us:

· In a regular, cyclical way – our daily bread
· In an increasing way – we can never have enough

What has the preacher said repeatedly is what we should focus on instead?

In verses 10-12, the preacher is indirectly referring to God. How is he doing that>


His main point has two parts:

· God is s_______________ and the only One who k_________ who man is and the f___________ holds.
· To dispute with God is v_________________.

The preacher does tell us what we should not do, but he does not here tell us what we should do. If we accept what he has said about God, what should we do instead of dispute with God?


The questions in verse 12 can be answered two ways: (1) God knows and (2) no human being knows. How does the lack of ability for human beings to know these things contradict what modern philosophy says that we should do in our lives?



In verses 7:1-4, the preacher gives four statements about death:
· When it comes to our reputation, our day of death is better than our day of birth.
· We must come to terms with the fact that death awaits us all.
· It is better to think about death and be sad than to ignore it.
· The truly wise person accepts the inevitability, finality, and tragedy of death while the fool pretends it is not there.

Some people might ask, why be so morbid? How does contemplating death in a healthy way help us in our lives from the perspective of the preacher of Ecclesiastes?



How does contemplating death help us in understanding the gospel?




The last two verses (verses 5-6) can be summed up this way:

It is better to listen to u____________ truth than b________________ lies.

Why do Christians not want to hear the “rebuke of the wise”?



What does the metaphor “song of fools” imply about the fool’s words? 


How does thinking about death the way that the preacher has instructed help us to understand the gospel?



The preacher points to two of the three truths that we need to accept to help us prepare to receive the gospel. Here are all three:

· The f_____________ or e______________ of life

· The f_______________ of death

· The d________________ or t_______________ of sin (this is the only one not in Ecclesiastes)

How do these three truths help prepare us to receive the gospel? In other words, what would we conclude if there were only these three truths and no gospel?

