A Study of Ecclesiastes 5:10-6:6

10 He who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor he who loves wealth with his income; this also is vanity. 11 When goods increase, they increase who eat them, and what advantage has their owner but to see them with his eyes? 12 Sweet is the sleep of a laborer, whether he eats little or much, but the full stomach of the rich will not let him sleep. 13 There is a grievous evil that I have seen under the sun: riches were kept by their owner to his hurt, 14 and those riches were lost in a bad venture. And he is father of a son, but he has nothing in his hand. 15 As he came from his mother’s womb he shall go again, naked as he came, and shall take nothing for his toil that he may carry away in his hand. 16 This also is a grievous evil: just as he came, so shall he go, and what gain is there to him who toils for the wind? 17 Moreover, all his days he eats in darkness in much vexation and sickness and anger. 18 Behold, what I have seen to be good and fitting is to eat and drink and find enjoyment in all the toil with which one toils under the sun the few days of his life that God has given him, for this is his lot. 19 Everyone also to whom God has given wealth and possessions and power to enjoy them, and to accept his lot and rejoice in his toil—this is the gift of God. 20 For he will not much remember the days of his life because God keeps him occupied with joy in his heart. 

6 There is an evil that I have seen under the sun, and it lies heavy on mankind: 2 a man to whom God gives wealth, possessions, and honor, so that he lacks nothing of all that he desires, yet God does not give him power to enjoy them, but a stranger enjoys them. This is vanity; it is a grievous evil. 3 If a man fathers a hundred children and lives many years, so that the days of his years are many, but his soul is not satisfied with life’s good things, and he also has no burial, I say that a stillborn child is better off than he. 4 For it comes in vanity and goes in darkness, and in darkness its name is covered. 5 Moreover, it has not seen the sun or known anything, yet it finds rest rather than he. 6 Even though he should live a thousand years twice over, yet enjoy no good—do not all go to the one place?

In this section, the preacher focuses on the danger of loving wealth. Why does he focus so much on this topic?



Why is wealth such a powerful force in our lives?



We discussed in earlier chapters that the preacher is not giving laws or rules. He is not saying, for example, every rich person is miserable or evil and every poor person is happy and good. In fact, the verse 10 applies regardless of how much money a person has. What problem is he addressing?



For the Christian, there is an added danger to this. What do we learn from 1 Timothy 6:10?
10 He who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor he who loves wealth with his income; this also is vanity. 11 When goods increase, they increase who eat them, and what advantage has their owner but to see them with his eyes? 12 Sweet is the sleep of a laborer, whether he eats little or much, but the full stomach of the rich will not let him sleep.


In verses 11 and 12, the preacher points out three problems to loving money. What are they?




In verses 13-16, the preacher gives a specific scenario that some people who love money face and one of the reasons that leads to sleepless nights. What is that scenario?


This is a problem for lovers of money for several reasons.  What are the reasons that the preacher gives?


Verse 17 points to an added problem. What did the lover of money sacrifice in order to pursue wealth?



In verses 18-20, the preacher repeats again the best way that people can live if what he is describing is all that there is. How should they live according to the preacher?



In 6:1-6, the preacher gives another scenario so that he can make a point. He describes a man who has everything – wealth, possessions, honor, many children, and long life – from God except for joy. God prevents the man from enjoying all that he has received and accomplished. What point is the preacher making?



The preacher’s message is:
· Nothing human beings do l_______________.
· Everyone d___________.
· The best we can do with the short time we are given is to do g___________ and e_____________ what God has given.

If we add the gospel and the kingdom to the preacher’s message, how does that change the message?

· Nothing human beings do l_______________, unless what they do is:

· Everyone d___________, but through faith in Jesus Christ, they will:

· The best we can do with the short time we are given on earth is:

