A Study of Ecclesiastes 9:2-12
2 It is the same for all, since the same event happens to the righteous and the wicked, to the good and the evil, to the clean and the unclean, to him who sacrifices and him who does not sacrifice. As the good one is, so is the sinner, and he who swears is as he who shuns an oath. 3 This is an evil in all that is done under the sun, that the same event happens to all. Also, the hearts of the children of man are full of evil, and madness is in their hearts while they live, and after that they go to the dead. 4 But he who is joined with all the living has hope, for a living dog is better than a dead lion. 5 For the living know that they will die, but the dead know nothing, and they have no more reward, for the memory of them is forgotten. 6 Their love and their hate and their envy have already perished, and forever they have no more share in all that is done under the sun. 7 Go, eat your bread with joy, and drink your wine with a merry heart, for God has already approved what you do. 8 Let your garments be always white. Let not oil be lacking on your head. 9 Enjoy life with the wife whom you love, all the days of your vain life that he has given you under the sun, because that is your portion in life and in your toil at which you toil under the sun. 10 Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might, for there is no work or thought or knowledge or wisdom in Sheol, to which you are going. 11 Again I saw that under the sun the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, nor bread to the wise, nor riches to the intelligent, nor favor to those with knowledge, but time and chance happen to them all. 12 For man does not know his time. Like fish that are taken in an evil net, and like birds that are caught in a snare, so the children of man are snared at an evil time, when it suddenly falls upon them.

The preacher continues to build upon a point that he started in the previous section. Verse 1 serves as a bridge between the two sections.

 But all this I laid to heart, examining it all, how the righteous and the wise and their deeds are in the hand of God. Whether it is love or hate, man does not know; both are before him.

What are the main points summarized here?
· God is s__________________ over the evil and the r________________ and the ignorant and the w__________.

· Some will be b______________ abundantly by God in an earthly sense, and some will not.

· The blessing will NOT be based on their d____________, or works.

· This means that earthly blessings do not by themselves indicate God’s f______________. In the same way difficulties do not indicate his j________________.

In verse 2, the preacher returns to a previous point. Everyone _______________. He expands upon it.
· No matter what we do or how we live, we will all ___________.
· This is an e_________. (verse 3)
· In addition, human beings are e__________ and c___________.


Why does the preacher say that the inevitability of death is an evil?

From a gospel-kingdom perspective, why is the inevitability of death an evil?

Why does the preacher say human beings are full of evil and are insane?

How is this different from a gospel-kingdom perspective?

In verses 4-6, the preacher mentions hope. What does he mean by it and how is it different from the hope we have in Christ?


What is the main message of these three verses?


In verses 7-10, the preacher returns to what he sees as the best way to live if the world is as he says it is.

· L___________ with joy.

· W____________ with joy.


He ends this section with verses 11-12. In both a good and bad sense, people do not get what they deserve. What factors does the preacher say causes this?


How does the gospel of grace give another interpretation of why good things happen to bad people and bad things happen to good people?



Even as Christians, how should our lives be affected by what the preacher’s observation: We will all die and we do not know when?




